INCLUSIVE CHANGES IN THE
HOUSING APPLICATION

For many years CU Boulder student
housing assignments were based on
date priority, meaning students were
at an advantage if they submitted
their housing application earlier than
others. Students who were accepted
early to the university would rush to
confrm their acceptance by paying

a $200 confrmation fee and submit
a $300 non-refundable deposit with
their housing application, which was
required for frst-year students. This
gave fnancially privileged students an
early date/time stamp and priority for
receiving their frst or second choice

in residence hall assignment, even if
they weren’t fully committed to CU
Boulder. Additionally, if a contract was
terminated at any time and the student

students were willing and able to take.

Around 2015, University Housing began

reviewing our contract and policies
for ways to be more equitable in the

PROCESS

student housing experience. The frst
change was made in 2015-16 when we
changed the termination charges from a
full academic year contract to semester
charges, reducing the cancellation
charge from thousands to hundreds and
possibly even zero. In 2020, unrelated
to the COVID-19 pandemic, we changed
our non-refundable deposit (if someone
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We also refected on how we could
make the process of paying the
deposit more equitable for students
who needed to wait for fnancial aid or
who experienced fq id or
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