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COURSE REQUIREMENTS – Assignments & Due Dates 

 
Regular attendance and participation       10 points 

 

Week 1, due Friday, Sept 1, 11:59 pm       2 points 

 Anonymous opinion poll 

 

Week 2, due Tuesday, Sept 5, 11:59 pm       2 points  

Discussion Board post: self-introduction and congressional interests 

 

Week 3, due Friday, Sept 15, 11:59 pm       10 points 

Assessment of Congressional foundations & constitutional requirements 

 

Week 5, due Friday, Sept 29, 11:59 pm       10 points 

Member & district analysis 

 

Week 7, due Friday, Oct 13, 11:59 pm       10 points 

Campaign finance analysis 

 

Week 9, due BEFORE CLASS on Thursday, Oct. 26, no later than 10:59 am  10 points 

Legislative issue and member positioning for committee simulation 

 

Week 10, due Friday, Nov. 3, 11:59 pm       6 points 

Summary of committee simulation lessons learned 

 

Week 12, due Friday, Nov 17, 11:59 pm       10 points 

Member analysis #2 

 

Week 14, due BEFORE CLASS on Thursday, Dec. 7, no later than 10:59 am  10 points 

Balancing the federal budget exercise 

 

Final assignment, due Tuesday, Dec 19, 5:00 pm; no late submissions accepted  20 points 
 

Part A:  News Log – a semester-long project.   

What are the issues facing Congress right now?  How is Congress responding 

to current events and to their own representation and lawmaking responsibilities?   

To what extent is our political science knowledge matching up with actual events?   



https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2018/09/21/the-house-asked-members-for-their-ideas-to-make-congress-work-better-this-is-what-they-suggested/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2018/09/21/the-house-asked-members-for-their-ideas-to-make-congress-work-better-this-is-what-they-suggested/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/vital-statistics-on-congress/


https://constitution.congress.gov/browse/article-1/
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed48.asp
https://www.house.gov/
https://www.senate.gov/
https://www.congress.gov/
http://history.house.gov/Institution/
http://www.senate.gov/history/instdev.htm
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https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2023/02/07/the-changing-face-of-congress/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2023/02/07/the-changing-face-of-congress/
https://www.govtrack.us/start
https://cawp.rutgers.edu/women-us-congress-2021
https://www.scotusblog.com/2023/06/supreme-court-upholds-section-2-of-voting-rights-act/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2023/06/supreme-court-upholds-section-2-of-voting-rights-act/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2023/06/supreme-court-rules-against-north-carolina-republicans-over-election-law-theory/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2023/06/supreme-court-rules-against-north-carolina-republicans-over-election-law-theory/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/redistricting-litigation-roundup-0
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/redistricting-litigation-roundup-0
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/map_of_the_week/2013/08/gerrymandering_jigsaw_puzzle_game_put_the_congressional_districts_back_together.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/map_of_the_week/2013/08/gerrymandering_jigsaw_puzzle_game_put_the_congressional_districts_back_together.html
http://www.redistrictinggame.org/index.php
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Week 6 (Oct 3):  Congressional campaigns & elections 

NOTE:  No class on Thursday, Oct. 5; use this time to work on assignments! 

Reading 

▪ CAIM, Chapter 4 

▪ Maggie Koerth, “How Money Affects Elections,” FiveThirtyEight, September 10, 2018; 

on Canvas. 

▪ Gary Jacobson, “It’s Nothing Personal: The Decline of the Incumbency Advantage in US 

House Elections,” The Journal of Politics, Vol. 77 (July 2015); on Canvas. 

Recommended 

▪ Ballotpedia, providing objective information on American politics at all levels of 

government, including campaign & election reports, 

https://ballotpedia.org/Legislative_Branch  

▪ Cook Political Report, non-partisan newsletter analyzing US campaigns & elections, 

http://www.cookpolitical.com 

▪ Opensecrets.org, Center for Responsive Politics, independent research group tracking 

money in US politics & its effects on elections & public policy, 

http://www.opensecrets.org/ 

▪ Vote Smart, providing unbiased information on candidates and elections, 

https://votesmart.org/ 

 

 

Week 7 (Oct 10 & 12):  The role of the representative 

Reading 

▪ CAIM, Chap 5 

▪ Congressional Research Service (CRS), “Roles and Duties of a Member of Congress: 

Brief Overview,” November 9, 2012; on Canvas. 

Recommended 

▪ Kathy Goldschmidt & Bradley J. Sinkaus, “Job Description for a Member of Congress,” 

Congressional Management Foundation, 2018; on Canvas. 

 

ASSIGNMENT DUE 

▪ Campaign finance analysis; assignment details on Canvas; due Fri, Oct 13, 11:59 pm 

 

 

Week 8 (Oct 17 & 19):  Leaders & parties in Congress 

       Readings 

▪ Sarah Binder, “Why is Manchin such a thorn in the Democratic Party’s side?” 

Washington Post (Monkey Cage analysis), June 10, 2021; on Canvas. 

▪ Smith & Gamm, “The Dynamics of Party Government in Congress,” Chap 7 in Congress 

Reconsidered, 12th ed. (2021); on Canvas.   

Recommended 

▪ Lee Drutman, “Why The Two-Party System Is Effing Up U.S. Democracy,” 

FiveThirtyEight, June 16 2021; on Canvas. 

 

  

https://ballotpedia.org/Legislative_Branch
http://www.cookpolitical.com/
http://www.opensecrets.org/
https://votesmart.org/
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Week 9 (Oct 24 & 26):  Organization of Congress & class committee negotiations 

Reading 

▪ CAIM, Chapter 6 

Recommended 

▪ American Political Science Association (APSA), “Report of the Task Force Project on 

Congressional Reform,” Research Partnerships for Critical Issues,” October 29, 2019; on 

Canvas. 

 

ASSIGNMENT DUE 

▪ Legislative issue and member positioning statement for in-class committee simulation. 

Assignment instructions on Canvas, and due to Canvas BEFORE CLASS on Thurs, Oct 

26, no later than 10:59 am.   

 

 

Week 10 (Oct 31 & Nov 2):  Committees in Congress 

Reading 

▪ CAIM, Chapter 7 

▪ Geoffrey Lorenz, “Prioritized Interests: Diverse Lobbying Coalitions and Congressional 

Committee Agenda Setting,” The Journal of Politics, Vol 82 (Jan. 2020); on Canvas. 

Recommended 

▪ E. Scott Adler, “Enhancing Committee Productivity through Consensus Building,” 

Testimony before the Select Committee on the Modernization of Congress, U.S. House 

of Representatives, July 20, 2021; on Canvas. 

 

ASSIGNMENT DUE 

▪ Summary of committee simulation lessons learned; assignment details on Canvas; due 

Fri, Nov 3, 11:59 pm 

 

Week 11 (Nov 7 & 9):  Legislative Rules & Procedures 

Reading 

▪ CAIM, Chapter 8 

▪ Congressional Research Service, “Introduction to the Legislative Process in the U.S. 

Congress,” Updated November 24, 2020; on Canvas 

Recommended 

▪ Congressional Research Service (CRS), “House Rules Changes Affecting Floor 

Proceedings in the 117th Congress (2021-2022),” May 13, 2021, 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R46790.pdf
https://theconversation.com/the-obscure-unelected-senate-official-whose-rulings-can-help-or-kill-a-bills-chance-to-pass-159686
https://theconversation.com/the-obscure-unelected-senate-official-whose-rulings-can-help-or-kill-a-bills-chance-to-pass-159686
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Week 12 (Nov 14 & 16):  Legislating & Changing Rules  

Reading 

▪ Adam Jentleson, “Introduction: The Little Harm Thesis,” and “Conclusion: How to Save 

the Senate,” in Kill Switch: The Rise of the Modern Senate and the Crippling of American 

Democracy (New York: Liveright Publishing/W.W. Norton & Co., 2021); on Canvas 

▪ Sarah Binder, “The Struggle to Legislate in Polarized Times,” Chapter 9 in Congress 

Reconsidered, 12th ed, edited by Lawrence Dodd, Bruce Oppenheimer & C. Lawrence 

Evans (CQ Press, 2021); on Canvas. 

▪ Christopher Hickey & Zachary Wolf, “Why Washington Gets So Little Done: Congress 

is at the Mercy of one Senate Rule, The Filibuster,” CNN, Updated June 2, 2021; on 

Canvas 

 

ASSIGNMENT DUE 

▪ Analysis of individual member #2; assignment details on Canvas; due no later than Fri, 

Nov 17, 11:59 pm 

 

T H A N K S G I V I N G    B R E A K 

 

 

Week 13 (Nov 28 & 30

https://www.propublica.org/article/how-congress-stopped-working
https://www.realclearpolicy.com/articles/2018/06/08/congress_is_broken_but_dont_blame_polarization_110662.html
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▪ Congressional Research Service (CRS), “Congress’s Authority to Influence and Control 

Executive Branch Agencies,” Updated May 12, 2021, 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R45442.pdf  

 

ASSIGNMENT DUE 

▪ Balancing the federal budget exercise; assignment details on Canvas; due to Canvas 

BEFORE CLASS on Thu, Dec 7, no later than 10:59 am  

 

 

Week 15 (Dec 12 & 14):  Congress & policymaking – final assessment 

No assigned readings 

Recommended 

▪ Take a look at the work and issues under consideration by the bipartisan Select 

Committee on the Modernization of Congress, U.S. House of Representatives, 

https://modernizecongress.house.gov/  

 

 

FINAL ASSIGNMENT – parts A and B – due to Canvas no later than 5:00 pm on Tuesday, 

December 19th; late submissions not accepted. 

 

___________________________________ 

 

 

 

CLASS POLICIES & EXPECTATIONS 
 

 

Classroom etiquette 
 

The basic rule is one of respect.  The goal is to create a community where all feel free to participate in 

classroom discussion.  As a class, we are all called to be open to the ideas and contributions of others and to 

thereby cultivate better knowledge and understanding. We should expect to disagree with each other on at 

least some issues of debate, but discussion and disagreement must be expressed in a manner that recognizes 

the dignity of all and is open to learning from other perspectives. Disrespectful language and/or behavior will 

not be tolerated.   

 

Class communications 
 

Good communications are fundamental.  Your professor will strive for clear and timely communications on 

all class-related information.  Students are also encouraged to ask questions and offer up comments on an 

ongoing basis. Plan to bring reading- and assignment-related questions to class so that all may benefit from 

the information and discussion that follow.  

 

We should all plan to maintain clear and timely communications on changes in status due to illness or other 

issues. Specifically, plan to email the professor as soon as possible regarding special needs, including for 

assignment extensions or accommodations.   

 

 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R45442.pdf
https://modernizecongress.house.gov/
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age for updates.  

/sccr/
/sccr/honor-code
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2. To provide information for students so they can make decisions about changes they  may need to make 

in order to demonstrate they have achieved that learning. Learning the subject is what matters, and 

grades are used to show to what degree students have shown that they have learned the subject. 

 

Grades will be assigned as follows: 

 

 
 

 

Assignment submissions and due dates 
   

▪ Students are responsible for ensuring that assignments are successfully submitted to Canvas on time and 

in accessible format (.doc, .docx or .pdf).  Be sure to check your document after submission to see that it 

is readable and that the correct document wa

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/student-classroom-and-course-related-behavior
/sccr/student-conduct
/sccr/student-conduct
/oiec/
/oiec/
/oiec/


/healthcenter/coronavirus-updates/symptoms-and-what-do-if-you-feel-sick
/disabilityservices/
mailto:dsinfo@colorado.edu
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students/temporary-medical-conditions
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
mailto:honor@colorado.edu
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
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Preferred Student Names and Pronouns 
 

CU Boulder recognizes that students' legal information doesn't always align with how they identify. Students 

may update their preferred names and pronouns via the student portal; those preferred names and pronouns 

are listed on instructors' class rosters. In the absence of such updates, the name that appears on the class 

roster is the student's legal name. 

 

Sexual Misconduct, Discrimination, Harassment and/or Related Retaliation 

 
CU Boulder is committed to fostering an inclusive and welcoming learning, working, and living 

environment. University policy prohibits protected-class discrimination and harassment, sexual misconduct 

(harassment, exploitation, and assault), intimate partner violence (dating or domestic violence), stalking, and 

related retaliation by or against members of our community on- and off-campus. These behaviors harm 

individuals and our community. The Office of Institutional Equity and Compliance (OIEC) addresses these 

concerns, and individuals who believe they have been subjected to misconduct can contact OIEC at 303-492-

2127 or email cureport@colorado.edu

/oiec/policies/discrimination-harassment-policy/protected-class-definitions
mailto:cureport@colorado.edu
/oiec/reporting-resolutions/making-report
/oiec/reporting-resolutions/making-report
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/
/dontignoreit/
/dontignoreit/
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/observance-religious-holidays-and-absences-classes-andor-exams
/counseling/
/health/academiclivecare
/health/academiclivecare

