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Late Work Penalty 
Our class design only works if students submit work on time.  There will be a penalty for work submitted 
late, especially for the discussion guides, paper abstract, research paper, and the reviewer memo.  I will deduct 
10 points per day that an assignment is late regardless of how early or late into the next day the assignment is 
submitted.  In general, I will not accept work submitted more than a week late. Exceptions to this policy will 
be made only under extenuating circumstances and are solely at my discretion as the instructor for the class. 
 
Research Paper 
You are required to write a research paper. I typically expect empirical papers (meaning you identify a causal 
question, pose hypotheses, and find data of some kind of way to evaluate those hypotheses)
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https://canvas.colorado.edu/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qyZY5Y5BzqLAOmy3RNAZ8lPQpy9rEGIFHBbM9dxeQPY/edit?usp=sharing
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If you feel ill and think you might have COVID-19, if you have tested positive for COVID-19, or if you are 
unvaccinated or partially vaccinated and have been in close contact with someone who has COVID-19, you 
should stay home and follow the further guidance of the Public Health Office 
(contacttracing@colorado.edu). If you are fully vaccinated and have been in close contact with someone who 
has COVID-19, you do not need to stay home; rather, you should self-monitor for symptoms and follow the 
further guidance of the Public Health Office (contacttracing@colorado.edu).  
 
In keeping with FERPA student privacy laws, students are never required to state the nature of their illness 
when letting an instructor know they cannot attend class. A “doctor’s note” is never required nor is any kind 
of appointment verification. 
 
Accommodation for Disabilities 
If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit your accommodation letter from 
Disability Services to your faculty member in a timely manner so that your needs can be addressed.  Disability 
Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities in the academic environment.  
Information on requesting accommodations is located on the Disability Services website. Contact Disability 
Services at 303-

mailto:contacttracing@colorado.edu
/disabilityservices/
/disabilityservices/
mailto:dsinfo@colorado.edu
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students/temporary-medical-conditions
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students/temporary-medical-conditions
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/sccr/honor-code
/oiec/reporting-resolutions/making-report
/oiec/reporting-resolutions/making-report
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/
/dontignoreit/
/dontignoreit/
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Religious Holidays 
Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal reasonably and 
fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, 
assignments or required attendance. In this class, I ask that you try to inform me about any conflicts due to 
religious holidays at least a week in advance.  See the campus policy regarding religious observances for full 
details. 
 
 

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/observance-religious-holidays-and-absences-classes-andor-exams
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Course Schedule of Topics & Readings 
 
The recommended readings listed below may be useful in preparing for comprehensive exams or as 
additional resources for your own research projects. 
 
Week 1: Introduction & Course Overview (August 25) 
What questions should we be asking and researching in comparative political economy? How can we connect long-standing 
theories and debates in CPE to pressing current events? 
 
Required: 

 Ben Casselman and Jim Tankersley, “Economics, Dominated by White Men, is Roiled by Black Lives 
Matter,” New York Times, June 10, 2020. 

 “Implications of the War in Ukraine for the Global Economy,” World Bank, April 2022. 
 
Recommended: 

 Barbara Ransby. 2015. “The Class Politics of Black Lives Matter,” Dissent. 

 Noah Buckley, “The Comparative Politics and Political Economy of Pandemic,” Higher School of 
Economics (Moscow, Russia), April 9, 2020. 

 Jessica L. P. Weeks and Jeff D. Colgan, “There’s a reason Putin can be so aggressive: Oil,” Washington 
Post, February 27, 2022 (Monkey Cage blog published by the Washington Post) 

 
Week 2: Research Design in CPE (September 1) 
How should we design research in CPE? How should we frame our questions?   
 
Required: 

 Barbara Geddes, Paradigms and Sand Castles: Theory Building and Research Design in Comparative Politics, 
Chapters 1 and 2.  

 Peter Hall “The Role of Interests, Institutions, and Ideas in the Comparative Political Economy of 
Industrialized Nations,” in Mark Lichbach and Alan Zuckerman, eds.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/10/business/economy/white-economists-black-lives-matter.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/10/business/economy/white-economists-black-lives-matter.html
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/5d903e848db1d1b83e0ec8f744e55570-0350012021/related/Implications-of-the-War-in-Ukraine-for-the-Global-Economy.pdf
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/class-politics-black-lives-matter
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/02/27/theres-reason-putin-can-be-so-aggressive-oil/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/02/27/theres-reason-putin-can-be-so-aggressive-oil/


7 
 

 Kimuli Kasara and Pavithra Suryanarayan, “When Do the Rich Vote Less Than the Poor and Why? 
Explaining Turnout Inequality across the World,” American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 59, No. 3 
(July 2015), pp.613-627 

 Ben W. Ansell and David J. Samuels, Inequality and Democratization: An Elite-Competition Approach, 
Cambridge University Press, 2014. BOOK. 

 
Week 4: Comparative Political Economy & Black Lives Matter (September 15) 
What place does “Black Lives Matter” have in comparative political economy? Are we collecting the right data? Are we asking 
the right questions? 
 
Required: 

 Ashley Quaracoo, “Global Democracy Supporters Must Confront Systemic Racism,” Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, July 15, 2020.  

 European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights. 2018. “Second European Union Minorities and 
Discrimination Survey.” 

 Melvin Leiman. 1987. “The Political Economy of Racism: Radical Perspectives and New Directions,” 
Critical Sociology. 

 Martin O. Ijere. 1973. “Whither Economics in a Black Studies Program?” Journal of Black Studies, Vol. 
3, No. 2, pp.149-165. 

 Julianne Malveaux. 2008. “Why Is Economic Content Missing From African American Studies?” 
Journal of Black Studies, Vol. 38, No. 5, pp. 783-794. 

 Ambar Narayan; Roy Van der Weide; Alexandru Cojocaru; Christoph Lakner; Silvia Redaelli; Daniel 
Gerszon Mahler; Rakesh Gupta N. Ramasubbaiah; Stefan Thewissen. 2018. Fair Progress? Economic 
Mobility Across Generations Around the World. Equity and Development. Washington, DC: World 
Bank.  
 

Recommended: 

 Very useful resource on teaching “Black Lives Matter;” the focus in this micro

https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/07/15/global-democracy-supporters-must-confront-systemic-racism-pub-82298
https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/07/15/global-democracy-supporters-must-confront-systemic-racism-pub-82298
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2018-being-black-in-the-eu_en.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2018-being-black-in-the-eu_en.pdf
•%09https:/openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/28428%20License:%20CC%20BY%203.0%20IGO
•%09https:/openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/28428%20License:%20CC%20BY%203.0%20IGO
https://think.taylorandfrancis.com/pgi-black-lives-matter/?utm_source=CPB&utm_medium=cms&utm_campaign=JPF15066
https://www.creosotemaps.com/blm2020/
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2020/06/22/mapping-black-lives-matter-protests
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 Simon Ejdemyr, Eric Krman, and Amanda Lea Robinson, “Segregation, Ethnic Favoritism, and the 
Strategic Targeting of Local Public Goods,” Comparative Political Studies, Vol. 51(9), 2018. 

 Amy Liu, Megan Roosevelt, and Sarah Wilson Sokhey. 2017. “Trade and the Recognition of 
Commercial Lingua Francas: Russian Language Laws in Post-Soviet Countries," Economics & 
Politics, Vol. 29, Issue 1 (March), pp. 48-68. 

 Justin Gest, Tyler Reny, and Jeremy Mayer, “Roots of the Radical Right: Nostalgic Deprivation in the 
United States and Britain,” Comparative Political Studies, Vol.51(13), pp.1694-1719, 2018. 

 Geertje Lucassen and Marcel Lubbers, “Who Fear What? Explaining Far-Right-
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Week 10
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Week 12: Transitional Politics (November 10) 
Post-communist politics are not a natural experiment, but are a chance to see different states undergo similar challenges during the 
same time period.  What is the connection between democracy and the market?   
 
Required: 

 Adam Przeworski, Democracy and the Market: Political and Economic Reforms in Eastern Europe & Latin 
America, Cambridge University Press, 1991. Prologue, Chapters 3 and 4, and Conclusion 

 Joel Hellman, “Winners Take All: The Politics of Partial Reform in Post-communist Transitions,” 
World Politics, 50:2 (1998)  

 Timothy Frye, Building States and Markets after Communism: The Perils of Polarized Democracy, Cambridge 
University Press, 2010, chapters 1-3 and conclusion 

 
Recommended readings: 

 Juliet Johnson, Priests of Prosperity: How Central Bankers Transformed the Post-Communist World, Cornell 
University Press, 2016. BOOK. 

 Karen Remmer, “The Political Economy of Elections in Latin America, 1980-1991,” American Political 
Science Review, 87, 1993, pp. 393-407.  

 Sarah Brooks, “Insecure Democracy: Risk and Political Participation in Brazil,” Journal of Politics, Vol. 
76, No. 4 (October), 2014.  

 Andy Baker, The Market and the Masses in Latin America: Policy Reform and Consumption in Liberalizing 
Economies, Cambridge University Press. Chapter 1: Consuming the Washington Consensus, 2009.  

 
Week 13: Welfare Politics (November 17)  
Why do we see different welfare states around the world?  What affects the choice of welfare policies?  What does this research tell 
us about political science more generally? 
 
Required: 

 Isabela Mares, “The Comparative Political Economy of the Welfare State,” In Comparative Politics: 
Rationality, Culture, and Structure, 2nd edition.  

 Gøsta Esping-Anderson, Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism, Princeton University Press, 1990, Part I 
(pp. 1-143) and Conclusion (221-229).  

 Nita Rudra, “Globalization and the Decline of the Welfare State in Less-Developed Countries,” 
International Organization, vol. 56, Issue 2, pp.411-445. 

 
Recommended: 

 Isabela Mares, The Politics of Social Risk: Business and Welfare State Development, Cambridge University 
Press, 2003.  
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DUE Sunday, November, 20th at 11:59pm: Research Paper  

 
Week 14: Fall Break 
 
Week 15: Political Economy & the Consequences for People’s Everyday Well-Being (December 1) 

 Patience Mususa, There Used to Be Order: Life on the Copperbelt after the Privatisation of the Zambia 
Consolidated Copper Mines, University of Michigan Press, 2021. Specific chapters to read are to be 
determined. 

 Adam Przeworski., Michael E. Alvarez, Jose Antonio Cheibub, Fernando Limongi, Democracy and 
Development: Political Institutions and Well-Being in the World, 1950-1990, Cambridge University Press, 
2000, chapters 4 and 5. 

 Amartya Sen. 1999. Development as Freedom, New York: Anchor Books, Introduction & Chapter 5; I 
know we already read this early in the semester. Please review your notes because Sen’s work will be 
relevant this week.  

 


