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While these assignments may not be formally graded, I will count your level of effort on these 
exercises along with your attendance and potentially also your participation (e.g. answering 
questions posed to the class) throughout the course.  You will be given the opportunity to make 
up for up to two lost participation points at the end of the semester.  I may also present exam 
questions drawn from our class discussions. 
 
There is no excuse for missing an exam unless there is a documented medical or family 
emergency.  Note that you are required to submit documentation of any emergency.  In all other 

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html
mailto:dsinfo@colorado.edu
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html
http://www.colorado.edu/studentaffairs/judicialaffairs/code.html#student_code
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The University of Colorado Boulder (CU

http://www.colorado.edu/odh
mailto:honor@colorado.edu
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html
http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/
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Economics 4784 Tentative Course Outline 
Note: The journals listed below can be accessed online from the University of Colorado library 
system at http://libraries.colorado.edu/ 
 
I. Introduction (Week 1: 8/28-8/30) 

A. Topics 
1. How should we measure economic development? 
2. What do development economists study? 
3. Millennium Development Goals 

B. Readings 
1. Lecture Notes 
2. Article(s) from popular press, consult website 
3. Ray, ch. 1, 2  (optional) 
 

II.  Theories of Economic Growth (Week 2: 9/4-9/6) 
A. Topics 

1. Explaining cross-country income differences 
2. Convergence hypotheses 

B. Readings 
1. Lecture Notes 
2. Article(s) from popular press, consult website 
3. Pritchett, Lant.  1997.  “Divergence, Big Time.”  

http://libraries.colorado.edu/
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2. Article(s) from popular press, consult website 
3. Field, Erica.  2007.  “Entitled to Work: Urban Property Rights and Labor Supply 

in Peru” The Quarterly Journal of Economics.   122(4): 1561-1602. (Optional.) 
4. Ray, ch. 12, sections 1-3 (optional) 

 
MIDTERM 2 : Thursday 11/8 in class (Week 11)  
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3. Cull, Robert, Asli Demirguc-Kunt, and Jonathan Morduch.  2009.  “Microfinance 
Meets the Market.”  Journal of Economic Perspectives, 23(1): 167-192. 

4. Banerjee, Abhijit V. and Esther Duflo.  2007.  “Giving Credit Where It Is Due.” 
Journal of Economic Perspectives, 24(3): 61-80. 

5. Ray, ch 11, 14.1 14.2, 14.5 (optional) 
 
XII.  Review (Week 16: 12/11-12/13) 
 
FINAL EXAM (CUMULATIVE): MONDAY,  DECEMBER 17, 7:30-10:00 PM 


