
Dear Alumni and Friends,

Hello from the Department of Economics at the University of
Colorado at Boulder. The past year has provided us with some
very tough economic times, the deepest recession of my life-
time. As I traveled the state, country, and world this year, I have
seen scores of shuttered businesses and met people who have
lost jobs they previously thought were recession-proof. In high-
er education, universities across the country are cutting staff,
indefinitely leaving vacancies open and furloughing faculty and
staff in order to balance budgets. Budget cuts are affecting pri-
vate and public universities alike. By December 2008 the PhD
economics job market had 20 percent fewer jobs advertised
than in the previous year. As the market progressed into the
spring, dozens of advertised job searches were cancelled mak-
ing it the worst PhD job market of my career. On many levels,
the recession has forced people and institutions to reevaluate
their plans and the way they conduct business. Despite the
doom, gloom, and my decimated retirement savings account,
my dismal science training helps me focus my attention on
what is fundamentally important: one’s relative position in
today’s world. Viewed through this lens, I am quite upbeat

about current and future prospects of the University of Colo-
rado, the CU Economics Department, and the many people we
train in the dismal science.

The University of Colorado at Boulder is experiencing budget
cuts. In order to balance the budget, the university is focusing
on cutting positions that are just now being vacated. This strate-
gy was adopted in order to avoid layoffs of people who are cur-
rently employed. Additionally some programs are restructuring
and operating budgets in most departments are being reduced.
While this is not good news, many public universities are in dire
straits. Flagship universities in California, Arizona, and Florida
are suffering mightily. Faculty and staff at these universities are
experiencing significant salary reductions through furlough
programs. Entire programs are on the chopping block. Though
we are certainly not beyond all hard times, President Benson,
Chancellor DiStefano, Governor Ritter, and the legislature have
been working long hours to protect the university and so far we
are in relatively good shape. The CU Foundation’s investment
team has done a superb job of managing our endowment, out-
performing the competition at other research universities. Our
department is benefiting from this good leadership. We were
able to fill three professor vacancies while most of our public
university competitors abandoned searches. Though frozen,
salaries have not yet been cut at the individual employee level.
For all these reasons, I am grateful for our leadership and I am
confident that after the hard times have passed, the University
of Colorado at Boulder will continue to stand out as an excel-
lent research university.

Student News
This past year 218 undergraduate students earned a BA in eco-
nomics. Additionally, 11 graduate students earned an MA in
economics and 12 earned their PhD. Dr. Andrew Safir (BA ’69)
gave an excellent convocation address, “The Rational Exuber-
ance of Recessionary Optimism.” I highly recommend a read
of Andy’s address which is posted online at www.colorado.edu/
economics/news/spring09_address.pdf.

In spite of the dire situation I noted above regarding the PhD
job market, almost all of our PhD students landed good jobs
and at great places: Alfred University, Ministry of Finance in



Ghana, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, New York
University, Notre Dame University, Ohio Wesleyan University,
and the Saudi Arabian Central Bank. These are excellent place-
ments under any circumstances and demonstrate that our grad-
uate program continues to be recognized for its excellent train-
ing. As one might expect, the economic downturn resulted in
an unusually large number of applications for the 2009 enter-
ing PhD class. This fall 27 students will start in our PhD pro-
gram, which is larger than recent entering classes. Speaking of
incoming students, Said Salih Kaymakci (Turkey) and Paulo
Quindere Saraiva (Brazil) were awarded Wyn Owen Graduate
Fellowships for academic year 2009–2010. Many BA graduates
who are on the market are landing good jobs and at good
salaries even though the market is not as robust as in recent
years. Some BA graduates are taking time to travel or do volun-
teer work until the job market picks up. As you can see from
our alumni notes, BA graduates are gaining acceptance into the
finest graduate and professional programs in the world. We are
very proud that Joseph Neguse (BA ’05) was elected as a
University of Colorado regent and graduated from CU Law
School (see profile in this newsletter).

Faculty and Staff News
We hired three professors who will join us in August 2009.
Carlos Martins-Filho, whose research area is econometrics, joins
us as a full professor. After receiving his PhD from the Univer-
sity of Tennessee in 1992, Carlos spent sixteen years at Oregon
State University. His research specialty is nonparametric econo-
metrics and he will teach in our econometrics sequence, includ-
ing a new undergraduate course he developed for us in finan-
cial econometrics. Thibault Fally is an international trade econ-
omist who finished his PhD at the Paris School of Economics in
spring 2009. Thibault joins our department as an assistant pro-
fessor and will teach international trade courses at the graduate
and undergraduate levels. Lastly, Jonathan Hughes joins us as
an assistant professor after completing his PhD from the
University of California, Davis in spring 2009. Jonathan’s
research lies at the intersection of industrial organization and
energy economics. He will teach environmental and resource
economics at the undergraduate and graduate levels as well as a
new undergraduate course in energy and transportation eco-
nomics. As discussed earlier, many advertised positions were
cancelled at other universities while we were allowed to search.
I feel fortunate to have successfully recruited such talented fac-
ulty as these three. Regarding current faculty, please take a look
at our faculty notes. Our faculty members are traveling the
globe conducting research and giving seminars at the most
prestigious venues imaginable.

On the administrative front, Professor Robert McNown contin-
ues in his position as the director of the International Affairs
Program while Professor Keith Maskus is the associate dean for
social sciences in the College of Arts and Sciences. Professor
Ann Carlos ended her term as the director of the Sewall
Academic Program.

In August 2008 Anna Harry moved to a different job on campus
and Megan Jorgensen replaced her as the main office adminis-
trative assistant. Teresa de Candia resigned her position in
order to begin the PhD program in the CU Department of
Psychology in fall 2009. Megan was promoted to replace Teresa
as the curriculum, schedule, and seminar series coordinator.
Marjorie Berlin joined us in July as the main office administra-
tive assistant.

New University Leadership at CU
As I mentioned last year, Bruce Benson took over as the presi-
dent of the University of Colorado system. Since taking this posi-
tion, President Benson has proved to be a strong and effective
leader in dealing with the governor and legislature. I appreciate
his efforts in maintaining and improving our great university.
Bud Peterson resigned his position as chancellor of the CU-
Boulder campus to become the president of Georgia Institute of
Technology. While Bud will be missed, Philip DiStefano has
taken over as chancellor. Chancellor DiStefano has considerable
experience previously serving as provost, interim chancellor,
and dean of the CU School of Education. We are in good hands
with him leading our campus.

A Little Buff Spirit
If you have been reading the newsletter in recent years, you
probably know that I am an avid runner. For this reason I tend
to pay more attention to our superb cross country and track
programs than other sports, though I am always available to
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On August 12, 1985 on the lawn south of Old Main in the
Quadrangle, the honorable and distinguished CU President
Gordon Gee imparted a commencement address encouraging
new CU grads to go forth and ply our educations in the world
with all our unbridled potential. As Gee’s words painted a pro-
found vision of the technological future that lay ahead for us,
the great wide open looked a bit daunting as I returned my cap
and gown and then walked away from campus with diploma in
hand.

After toiling at junior college in northern California and then
spending a quarter at Colorado Mountain College in Leadville,
I decided to leave behind California and make Colorado my
permanent home in the fall of 1974. I came to the Colorado
Rockies to teach skiing, ski race, and emancipate myself from
my parents—and to make my dream school, CU, affordable by
working my way through. By 1980 after six years of teaching ski-
ing, coaching ski racing, directing the Lake Eldora Race Team,
working as a chef part time, and working a number of summer
construction jobs, I was ready to embark on my education at
CU and coach part time for the CU Ski Team.

After two semesters of slogging through required courses I
found my real interest lay in economics. I attribute much of my
interest to renowned economist and emeritus professor
(deceased) John “Jack” Powelson’s enthusiastic chalkboard
Principles of Economics talks where he ended up with as much
chalk dust covering him as there were in charts and diagrams
on the board, explaining all things relevant to the expansive
concepts and minutia of economics.

During my junior year, a young professor named Dale Lehman
taught Environmental Economics and opened my perspective
on how economic applications could have a significant impact
in making public policy. His Socratic teaching style piqued my
interest and inspired me. Professor Lehman made the class
think and challenge authority in analyzing draft environmental
impact statements using economic tools such as regression and
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Professor Scott Savage: Teaching Innovator
Just because students like the technology does not necessarily
imply that it is effective in helping students master the material.
In fall 2006 Scott set up an experiment to explore this very
issue. He taught two identical microeconomics courses with the
exception that he used the Tegrity Cart in one class and ordi-
nary chalk and talk in the other. And identical final examina-
tions were administered. While scores in the technology class
were higher than scores from the control class, the differences
were not large enough to statistically conclude that students
learn more effectively from this technology. Based on his
research, Scott concluded “this particular IT enhancement is
valuable to students in terms of convenience but does not have
any substantial influence on their performance” and he pub-
lished two papers in leading economics of education journals
reporting his findings. In addition to continuing the use of new
teaching technology and methods in the classroom, Scott has
been very active in curriculum development and student advis-
ing at the undergraduate and graduate level. His dedication to
teaching earned him an excellent in teaching designation from
the provost when he was promoted to associate professor with
tenure.

Associate Professor Scott Savage joined the department of eco-
nomics in 2003 and has earned a reputation as an excellent and
innovative teacher. Prior to joining economics, Scott was an
assistant professor in the Interdisciplinary Telecommunications
(IT) program in the CU College of Engineering. Given his
research expertise in telecommunications and information
technology, it comes as no surprise that Scott’s teaching is on
the cutting edge in the use of technology to enhance the class-
room experience. In summer 2003 Scott taught an undergradu-
ate microeconomics course using the Tegrity Teaching
Technology Cart. This cart is equipped with a camera for
recording lectures and a special electronic writing tablet that,
while used like a chalkboard during lecture, provides digital
images of what is being developed “on the board” in class. After
the close of class, students can revisit the lecture and discussion
and view the images developed on the tablet over the Internet.

While using the latest gadget may be trendy, Scott recognizes
that the educational experience for students is paramount. At
the end of the summer session, he developed and administered
a survey to the class to gauge student’s attitudes and willingness
to pay for after-lecture streaming of lectures and tablet images.
Students were very enthusiastic toward this option and on aver-
age expressed a willingness to pay an extra $90 per class for it.

Department of Economics 2008–09 Awards

Stanford Calderwood Faculty Teaching Award
Michael J. Greenwood

Stanford Calderwood Student Teaching Award
Sasiwimon Warunsiri

Graduate Award for Public Policy Research
Daniel Hickman

Reuben A. Zubrow Fellowship in Economics
Yiqing Xie, Shatanjaya Dasgupta,
Guanyi Ben Li, and Po-Lu Chen

Morris E. Garnsey Fellowship
Tianle Zhang

Leslie Whittington Memorial Prize
for Excellence in Economics

Won Ju Lee

Leslie Whittington
Endowment Fund in Economics

Deborah Baker

Yordon Prize in Microeconomics
Won Ju Lee

Eric D. Bovet Endowed Fellowship
Hesham Al-Ogeel

Richard C. Meckley Graduate Fellowship
Yibei Liu

Val B. and Helen W. Fischer Scholarship for Academic
Superiority in the Social Sciences in Economics

Martin Freeman

Graduate Student Placement
Hesham Al-Ogeel (PhD expected summer ’09)–researcher,
Economic Research and Statistics Department, Saudi Arabian
Monetary Agency, Saudi Central Bank

Said Boakye (PhD ’08)–technical advisor (macroeconomist),
Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning, Republic of Ghana

Henry Y-H Chen (PhD ’09)–post-doctoral associate, Joint Program on
the Science and Policy of Global Change, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts

Namsuk Choi (PhD ’08)–assistant professor, Dordt College, Sioux
Center, Iowa

Nikolay Dobrinov (PhD expected summer ’09)–visiting assistant pro-
fessor, The University of the South, Sewanee, Tennessee.

Scott Holladay (PhD ’09)–post-doctoral fellow, Institute for Policy
Integrity, School of Law, New York University, New York City, New
York

Jirapa Inthisang (PhD ’08)–policy analyst, Ministry of Agriculture
and Cooperatives, Thailand

Erik Johnson (PhD ’08)–assistant professor, Quinnipiac University,
Hamden, Connecticut

Molly Lipscomb (PhD ’09)–assistant professor, University of Notre
Dame, Notre Dame, Indiana

Andrew Meyer (PhD ’09)–assistant professor, Ohio Wesleyan
University, Delaware, Ohio

Grzegorz Pac (PhD ’09)–assistant professor, Alfred University, Alfred,
New York

Christina Peters (PhD ’08)–assistant professor, Metropolitan State
College of Denver, Colorado

Michael Snipes (PhD ’08)–assistant professor, Eastern New Mexico
University, Portales, New Mexico

Eric Stuen
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IN MEMORIAM

Professor John P. (Jack) Powelson
1920–2009

John P. (Jack) Powelson died on January 1, 2009, at the age of
88 after a brief illness. Jack had a long and distinguished career
as an economist in public policy and higher education. He
began his career as an accountant, following in his father’s foot-
steps, and then went on to pursue graduate degrees in business
and economics. After receiving his AB degree from Harvard
University, he earned an MBA in accounting from the Wharton
School at the University of Pennsylvania. He
was offered a teaching position at the
Wharton School, where he began his studies
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Alumni Notes
Abdulla Al-Ibrahim (PhD ’82) lives in Safwa, Saudi Arabia, and
retired after 27+ years in academia and business. From January
1997 to June 2008 he worked for Arab Petroleum Investments
Corporation starting as a senior energy economist and concluding
as an executive vice president. From 1983 to 1996 he was a profes-
sor at King Fahd University of Petroleum & Minerals, where he
taught economics and finance courses for undergraduate and
MBA students. Throughout his career he published many papers
in prestigious refereed journals, and participated in many semi-
nars, symposiums, and conferences.

Melissa Anderson (BA ’08) is a law student at Chicago-Kent College
of Law.

Brian Bender (BA ’08) lives in Boulder and is working in the busi-
ness operations department of a dynamic new company, PhysIOM,
www.physiom.com, that deals with health care and surgeries.

Stephen Billings (PhD ’08) is an assistant professor at University of
North Carolina, Charlotte, NC. He has won the Best Graduate
Student Paper Award from the North American Regional Science
Council (RSAmericas).

Justin Blincoe (BA ’07) has been living in Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates, working for a large real estate brokerage firm called Better
Homes, LLC.

Said Boakye (PhD ’07) is working as a technical advisor (macro-
economist) to the minister of finance and economic planning, the
Republic of Ghana. He wrote “The Transmission Mechanism of
Government Spending in Ghana: Empirical Analysis and Policy
Implications” to serve as a fiscal policy guide for the ministry. This
is the first time an econometric study has been undertaken to
guide fiscal policy formulation and implementation in Ghana.

Philip Bradley (BA ’07) is working at CU-Boulder as an accountant
at the College of Arts and Sciences, Financial Service Center. He
has been elected secretary of the Martin Acres Neighborhood
Association and a representative on the University of Colorado
Staff Council.

Ryan Brendle (BA ’08) is completing his master’s in economics at
UC Denver. He will head back to Boulder to finish his degree in
mathematics, and by spring 2011 hopes to start his PhD in eco-
nomics.

Caitlin R. Bryan (BA ’08), graduated with distinction, on the dean’s
list and a member of Phi Beta Kappa, and lives in Longmont,
Colorado.

Jessi Carlin (BA ’08) works for Vail Resorts and lives in Dillon,
Colorado.

Brandon W. Carpenter (BA ’07) is a stockbroker for Charles Schwab
& Co. and lives in Denver, Colorado.

David L. Carr (PhD ’97) won the 2009 Belbas-Larson Award for
Excellence in Teaching in the tenure-track category. He is an assis-
tant professor of economics in the Beacom School of Business at
the University of South Dakota.

Woong Tae Chung (PhD ’07) is in UIwang, Republic of Korea, work-
ing as a research fellow for the Korea Energy Economics Institute.
His current research includes a firm performance and its strategy
in industrial organization.

David Cooke (BA ’08), a financial advisor at Waddell & Reed
Financial Services, was a panelist participating in Careers in
Economics, a presentation organized by Career Services at CU-
Boulder.

Steven Cryer (BA ’07) is a stockbroker for Charles Schwab & Co
and lives in Denver, Colorado.

Julie Yue Dai (BA ’08) lives in Dallas, Texas, and works as a techni-
cian in a molecular and genetic research lab in the nephrology
division at UT Southwestern. In summer 2009, she returned to
school to earn an MD/MBA at Texas Tech. She has contributed
work that resulted in the publication of “Hypertonic stress increases
claudin-4 expression and tight junction integrity in association with
MUPP1 in IMCD3 cells” (with Miguel A. Lanaspa, Ana Andres-
Hernando, Christopher J. Rivard, and Tomas Berl).

Jose A. De La Torre (MA ’69) (JD law school University of Guadala-
jara) is retired from the legal department at the Inter-American
Development Bank and is a representative of Universidad Auto-
noma de Guadalajara. He has received numerous awards: Acade-
mico de Laamdi, member of the Federal Bar Association, member
of the Internamerican Bar Association, and charter member of the
Beta Chapter of Colorado of the Omicron Delta Epsilon Honor
Society in Economics. Married with three children and four grand-
children, he lives in Bethesda, Maryland.

Kevin Deneen (BA ’08) is an analyst for Aeris Capital AG, Pfaffikon,
Switzerland, and is a member of Beta Gamma Sigma.

Matt Dority (BA ’07, economics, cum laude, & mathematics; BS ’07,
finance) lives in Denver and works as an analyst at Quantitative
Equity Strategies, LLC, which manages assets and provides advisory
for institutional clients, emphasizing an evidence-based approach
to investment management. His experience in the economics
department, particularly with the honors program and seminars,
has proven immensely valuable in his profession. As a result, he
would heartily recommend being trained to think like an econo-
mist, even, and especially, if not planning on a traditional econom-
ics career. Matt has received many awards and scholarhips and is a
Level II candidate in the CFA Program.

Jake Ellington (BA ’07) works in sales for Pearlstine Distributors,
Inc., in Charleston, South Carolina.

Adam Fisher (BA ’08) is a financial data management analyst at
Level 3 Communications, LLC, and lives in Denver, Colorado.

Scott N. Flanders (BA ’79) is the new CEO of Playboy Enterprises,
Inc., the first permanent CEO at Playboy to come from outside the
Hefner family.

Marshall Fong (BA ’07) left his director of marketing job at Akzo
Nobel to become the vice-president of marketing at Ganeden
Biotech, Cleveland, Ohio. Ganeden is the largest seller of over-the-
counter probiotics in the United States. Harvard and Massachusetts
General Hospital are studying their probiotics as a treatment in
patients with irritable bowel syndrome and depression.

Philip G. Gayle (PhD ’02) was promoted to associate professor with
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Albert E. Kaff (BA ’42) is a columnist for the Overseas Press Club
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Faculty Notes
Lee Alston published “Argentina’s Abandonment of the Rule of Law
and Its Aftermath” (with Andres Gallo), in Institutions and the Law,
special issue of the Journal of Law and Policy, Washington University
Press, vol 26, 2008; “Legal Reserve Requirements in Brazilian
Forests: Path Dependent Evolution of De Facto Legislation” (with
Bernardo Mueller), Revista Economia, Selecta, Brasília (DF): (2008),
Vol. 7, N. 4; and “Coercion, Culture and Debt-Contracts: The
Henequen Industry: Yucatán, Mexico, 1870–1915” (with Shannon
Mattiace and Tomas Nonnenmacher), Journal of Economic
History: March 2009: 104–107.

The Rockefeller Foundation awarded him a month long “residen-
cy” in Bellagio, Italy, for August ’09 to finish a book titled On the
Road to Good Governance in Brazil, 1988–2008.

Lee gave seminars and made presentations at many prestigeous
venues throughout the world, including Yale University;
Northwestern University; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Princeton
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Murat Iyigun published “Luther and Suleyman,” Quarterly Journal of
Economics, 2008, 123 (4), November, 1465–94. He was invited to
present at multiple seminars and conferences, including presenta-
tion of two of the nine papers in the The Milton Friedman Institute
Inaugural Conference on the Economics of the Family at the
University of Chicago; giving a paper at the joint workshop of the
Economic History and the Political Economy of Religion groups at
Harvard University; and presenting at seminars at Stanford,
Cornell, Tufts, Boston College, UC-Davis, NYU, and Calgary.

Wolfgang Keller gave invited seminars at Guanghua School of
Management, Beijing University, Georgetown University, University
of British Columbia, Stanford University, and UC Berkeley. He pre-
sented at: NBER International Trade and Investment, NBER
International Trade and Organization; NBER Summer Institute
2008 Productivity program; CEPR ERWIT 2008; International
Conference at UC Santa Cruz, the European Central Bank, and
The World Bank. Wolfgang is a special sworn employee at the U.S.
Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Economic Analysis in
Washington, D.C. He published “Openness and Industrial
Responses in a Wal-Mart World: A Case Study of Mexican Soaps,
Detergents and Surfactant Producers” (with Beata Javorcik-
Smarzynska and James Tybout), World Economy, December 2008.

Xiaodong Liu published “Efficient GMM Estimation of High Order
Spatial Autoregressive Models with Autoregressive Disturbances”
(with Lung-fei Lee), Econometric Theory, 25, 2009, 1–44. He made a
conference presentation “Identification and GMM Estimation of
Social Interaction Models with Centrality” with Lung-fei Lee at the
II World Conference of the Spatial Econometrics Association, New
York, November 2008.

James Markusen spent the spring semester at University College
Dublin. He attended the following conferences: ETSG, Warsaw,
Poland; Norface, University of Munich, Germany; and Irish
Economics Association annual meeting, Cork, Ireland. He gave
seminars at: University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania; Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology, Zurich, Switzerland; Economic and Social
Research Institute, Dublin, Ireland; Trinity College Dublin, Ireland;
and Institute for World Economics, Kiel, Germany. Jim taught com-
puter modeling courses at University of Essen, Germany, and
University College Dublin. He gave special lecture series at
(NAKE), Wageningen, The Netherlands; Institute for World
Economics, Kiel, Germany; and Shanghai University of Economics
and Finance, China.

Keith Maskus published the following: “The Effects of R&D and
Patents on Productivity Growth in Korean Manufacturing: A Panel
Data Analysis” (with Taegi Kim and Keun-Yeub Oh), Pacific Economic
Review, Vol. 14, No. 2, 2009, 137–154; “The Globalization of
Intellectual Property Rights and Innovation in Services,” Journal of
Industry, Competition and Trade, Vol 8, 2008, 247–267; “Duration of
Rent Extraction and the Entry Mode Decision by Multinational
Enterprises” (with Galina An, PhD ’03, and Thitima Puttitanun,
PhD ’03), Review of Development Economics, Vol. 12, No. 4, November
2008, 861–876; and “The Contribution of International Graduate
Students to U.S. Innovation” (with Gnanaraj Chellaraj and Aaditya
Mattoo), Review of International Economics, Vol. 16, No. 3, August
2008, 444–462.

He was a keynote speaker at the first International Economics and
Finance Society-China at the University of International Business
and Economics, Beijing; a plenary speaker at the DEGIT 14 confer-
ence at UCLA; and a presenter at the inaugural Global Economic
Symposium, Ploen, Germany, and at the University of Turin,
Conference on Innovation and Economic Growth.

Also Keith was invited to research talks at: University of Pittsburgh;
Carleton University, Canada; and Paris School of Economics, the
Sorbonne.

Edward Morey published “Using Attitudinal Data to Identify Latent
Classes that Vary in Their Preference for Landscape Preservation”
(with Mara Thiene, Maria De Salvo and Giovanni Signorello),
Ecological Economics, 68 (1), p. 536–546, Dec 2008.

Scott Savage published the following: “Ability, Location and
Household Demand for Internet Bandwidth” (with Donald
Waldman), International Journal of Industrial Organization, 27(2), 2009,
166–174; “The Effect of Private Interests on Regulated Wholesale
and Retail Prices” (with G. Rosston and B. Wimmer), Journal of Law
and Economics, 51(3), 2008, 479–501; “Learning and Fatigue During
Choice Experiments: A Comparison of Online and Mail Survey
Modes” (with Donald Waldman), Journal of Applied Econometrics, 23(3),
2008, 351–371; “Ownership, Location and Prices in Chinese
Electronic Commerce MarkWNhOWWNoOWVNiOWWNlO



Department of Economics 2008 Graduates
Doctor of Philosophy

Deborah L. Baker
Justin R. Bucciferro
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Student Profile: Ramon Rodriguez
By Brian C. Cadena
Assistant Professor, Department of Economics

As a strong student of economics, Ramon realized that this
additional wrinkle would substantially alter the standard text-
book analysis of what happens to employment when a mini-
mum wage is introduced. His hypothesis was simple: If employ-
ers can respond to an increase in the minimum wage by simply
hiring more Mexican workers at cheap wages, workers living on
the U.S. side of the border will experience even larger employ-
ment losses. He tested this hypothesis using data from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics to compare changes in employment
between border and non-border cities following minimum wage
hikes. Consistent with his hypothesis, Ramon’s analysis showed
that employment decreased between three and four times as
much in cities along the border as compared to non-border
cities.

Upon reading his finished paper and seeing him present his
work, his committee agreed that he had produced a paper that
could easily become a chapter in a doctoral dissertation. As a
result, we voted to award him our highest honors and he gradu-
ated summa cum laude in May. Ramon’s excellent thesis is even
more impressive because he was not initially invited into the
honors program. To hear our staff tell the story, he camped out-
side the chair’s office for more than a week, waiting to ask for
special permission. He explained how he had overcome a num-
ber of extenuating personal circumstances during his first year
and how that year was responsible for a cumulative GPA that
fell just short of the departmental guidelines. The department
took a chance on him, and he did not disappoint. Having
joined the department this year, I was thrilled to learn how
exceptional our students can be. Congratulations Ramon!

Over the past academic year, I had the privilege of advising one
of our excellent honors students, Ramon Rodriguez, as he
wrote his honors thesis. He first approached me in the fall
semester with a personal anecdote that he wanted to turn into a
research question. Originally from Texas and the son of immi-
grant parents, Ramon knew plenty of people who lived in a
Mexican city along the U.S. border, and who used their tourist
visas to commute into the United States every day for work.
Most of these workers were paid lower wages than their Ameri-
can counterparts, with many earning even less than the legal
minimum wage.
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