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Instructor: Dr. Sara Avila 
Email: !"#"$"%&'"()*'*#"+*$,+- . 

Voice: 

Additional ways to contact Dr. Avila: 
¥ /00&),.1*-#!2 Wednesdays and Thursdays 10 am -12:15 pm using Canvas Chat or Zoom

INSTRUCTOR BIO 
I am an economics instructor with almost two decades of experience teaching in public and private 
universities. My research interests are in the fields of environmental and urban economics. I have 
worked on topics related to air quality, climate change, urban transportation, and biodiversity 
conservation.  I am passionate about building understanding in a diverse environment. I am always 
learning about better methods to communicate and teach.  
I am also an avid runner and have a deep affection for the meals that my husband cooks. 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES 
By the end of the course you should be able to: 

1. Identify environmental problems, emphasizing the optimal role for public policy relative to a
market inefficiency.

2. Determine the economic information and tool required to address an environmental problem
and how to apply them.

3. Explain the building blocks and tools of environmental economics so that you can comprehend
the research in environmental economic texts and articles.

4.
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CLASS PARTICIPATION 
This course is designed to engage you through class discussions on the topics covered in the course 
materials.  It is important that you participate in class discussions to facilitate learning by other students 
and gain exposure to different viewpoints of other students in the class.  It is therefore necessary to 
participate throughout the week in the discussion questions, not wait until the last minute to post on 
discussion topics. 

EVALUATION AND GRADING 
Course grades will be determined by the completion of assignments, exams, and discussions, as shown 
below: 

Assignment 
!"#$%&'()*'

+&&#,$-)$%'
.*)/0)$12 '

34+56'
!789:; '

34+56'
!64<69:+36 '

Written Report 170 1 170 17.0% 
Discussions (post + response)  25 6 150 15.0% 
Exercises 20 9 180 18.0%  
Quizzes* 20 5 100 10.0% 
Proctored Midterm Exam 150 1 150 15.0% 
Proctored Cumulative Final Exam 250 1 250 25.0%  

TOTAL  ! 1000 !!!!!!!!!"!#$$%!
Keep a copy of all work created for the course, including work submitted through Canvas. 
*The lowest grade of these assignments may be dropped. See below.
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ASSIGNMENTS 
=*#%%)$'4)("*%!(170 POINTS) – There will be one individual written writing assignment. This assignment 
will be 3 pages in length (2 pages of content and 1 page of resources), single spaced, 12 point font, 1” 
margins. This writing assignment as well as preliminary one-page proposal will be submitted through 
Canvas.  

The paper should relate to an environmental policy issue and must answer: How can economics inform 
public policy related to this issue? 

This is a document that could be handed to policymakers and that educates them about an issue and 
argues for a policy position. There will be one on one meeting with the professor. Students must submit 
a one-page proposal the day before the meeting.  This project will be discussed in more detail 
subsequently.   

The evaluation of the assignment will be based in part on the following criteria: 
a)! The ability to convey an argument clearly and coherently. 
b)! The ability to use and synthesize the course material. 
c)! The ability to acquire and apply information from appropriate sources. 
d)! Competence in standard written English (including proper use of syntax, grammar, 

punctuation and spelling as well as use of appropriate vocabulary, formatting, and 
references). 

¥! Keep in mind that plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty. Plagiarism is defined as the use of 
another’s ideas or words without appropriate acknowledgment. Examples of plagiarism include: 
failing to use quotation marks when directly quoting from a source; failing to document distinctive 
ideas from a source; fabricating or inventing sources; and copying information from computer-based 
sources, i.e., the Internet. "#$!%#$&!'()#$%*+'#(,!-.&*/&!0/&!+1&!.'(2!-$#3'4&4!#(!5*(3*/. 

'
5#&10&&#"$'("&%#$,&'(150 POINTS) - There will be six 25-point discussion postings. The discussion will 
occur asynchronously; I will post a discussion question and you will respond to the questions at your 
convenience prior to the due date.  Discussions are open book and open note and will be submitted 
through Canvas. See the class schedule for due dates of posts and comments. The initial discussion post 
is due on Thursday and the discussion response is due on Sunday. 

¥! Your lowest one (1) discussion posting will be dropped from your final grade calculation. '
 
6>)*1#&)&.(180 POINTS) - There will be a 20-point exercise associated with most modules.  

¥! Exercises will consist of longer, quantitative questions where you will complete questions while 
showing your work. Problem sets will be accessed through Canvas and you will have to scan 
your completed problem set in order to submit the problem set on Canvas. 
!

?0#@@)&'(100 POINTS) –There will be quizzes associated with some modules each worth 20 points. The 
format of the quizzes will be multiple choice, calculations, and short answers and will be open book and 
open notes. Your lowest one (1) quiz are dropped from your final grade calculation.  
'
6>A-&.(400 POINTS) – There will be two (2) exams. The proctored midterm exam is worth 150 points and 
the proctored cumulative final exam is worth 250 points. The format of the exam will be multiple choice 
and calculations and will be closed book. The exams are completed on Canvas in a proctored setting. 
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3B&!.)*-#!,.#,=-&#,!.C#*)6*#,+.,9"4&8"6&*8!$ The Department of Economics at the University of 
Colorado Boulder requires students to use the online proctoring tool, 6$#7+#$'#, for their proctored 
exams. 6$#7+#$'# allows students to complete an assessment at a remote location, such as their home, 
while helping to ensure the integrity of the exam. There is no cost to use this tool. 

¥ Please review Proctorio Minimum System Requirements to ensure you have the correct hardware
and software to use this tool.

¥ Note that you are required to have a computer with a functioning webcam and microphone or
have access to a computer with a functioning webcam microphone to complete your exams.

See Canvas for detailed information about proctoring. If you are in a rural area or on a military base, you 
may need approval process. 

EXTRA CREDIT 
There may be 50 points of extra credit available (= 5% of the course grade). 

¥ Extra credit may be available during the semester for completing certain activities, such as
listening and commenting on a podcast, etc. These extra credit opportunities will be determined
by the instructor and announced on Canvas.

COMMUNICATION 
I am nice and I want you to succeed.  Do not hesitate to contact me about anything.  

E-mail: sara.avila@colorado.edu
¥ All e-mail sent to me should contain the following: Course Name and Number (i.e., ECON 3545. I

have 100 students in three different courses, so it takes me a while to know which course you
are taking), your name, short description of your question. I will respond to email within 12-18
hours, but usually within 2-4 hours. I always respond to email.  If you have not had a response
within 18 hours, I did not receive the email.  Be sure to use your CU email address because
sometimes gmail and yahoo email accounts are filtered into my spam folder.

Mobile:  
¥ This is my cell phone number. Call or text anytime between 8am – 9pm MTN.  I sometimes

have my phone turned off during the middle of the day but leave a message when it is a
good time to get a hold of you and I will call you back.

Additional ways to contact Dr. Avila: 
¥ Online Office Hours: Wednesdays and Thursdays 10 am -12:15 pm using Canvas Chat or��

Zoom 
General Course Announcements 
¥ Announcements:  Please check the “announcements” section on Canvas.

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT 
CU Boulder uses Canvas.   
Here is the list of recommended system requirements: Canvas Computer Specifications Page 
Here is the detailed list of internet browsers in Windows, MacOS, iOS and Android: Supported Browsers 
Page  
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Remember there is a person behind the name on your screen. Treat all with dignity and respect 
and you can expect that in return. 

6.! Respect the time of others. This class is going to require you to work in groups. Learn to respect 
the time of others in your group and your experience will be much better. Always remember 
that you are not the only person with a busy schedule, be flexible. Do not procrastinate! You 
may be one that works best with the pressures of the deadline looming on you, but others may 
not be that way. The same is true for the reverse. The key to a successful group is organization, 
communication and a willingness to do what it takes to get it done.  

Website: http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html  
Compiled by Melissa Landin, Instructor, Dept. of Communication, Inver Hills Community College, 
mlandin@inverhills.edu 
 

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR  
Both students and faculty are responsible 
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Before returning to campus, all students must complete the COVID-19 Student Health and Expectations 
Course. If you need 
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