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Economics	  8433	  –	  Seminar	  in	  International	  Economics	  
Spring	  2015,	  Tuesday	  &	  Thursday	  12:30	  –	  1:45	  pm,	  Econ	  5	  

	  
Professor	  Wolfgang	  Keller,	  email	  kellerw@colorado.edu,	  Econ	  206C,	  TTH	  2-‐3pm	  

	  

	  
Course	  Outline	  

	  
Overview	  
This	  is	  the	  department’s	  international	  trade	  topics	  course.	  In	  contrast	  to	  the	  introductory	  trade	  
course	  that	  typically	  provides	  an	  overview,	  some	  perspective	  on	  how	  the	  field	  has	  evolved,	  and	  
an	  emphasis	  on	  theory,	  this	  particular	  course	  covers	  a	  limited	  number	  of	  topics	  of	  current	  
research	  interest	  and	  a	  roughly	  equal	  mix	  between	  theory	  and	  empirics.	  
	  
A	  main	  objective	  of	  this	  class	  is	  to	  help	  you	  identify	  and	  get	  started	  on	  your	  own	  research.	  To	  
this	  end,	  the	  course	  will	  involve	  students,	  especially	  through	  class	  presentations.	  	  
	  
Course	  Requirements	  
Classes	  will	  consist	  of	  lectures	  by	  myself,	  of	  student	  presentations,	  and	  discussion.	  For	  each	  class	  
meeting,	  you	  should	  read	  carefully	  one	  paper,	  which	  is	  indicated	  in	  bold	  type	  on	  the	  reading	  list.	  
Roughly	  from	  the	  third	  week	  of	  class	  on,	  there	  will	  be	  student	  presentations	  in	  class.	  The	  
respective	  papers	  are	  labeled	  “Student’s	  presentation”;	  these	  are	  the	  papers	  that	  everyone	  
should	  read	  carefully	  for	  each	  class.	  	  
	  
Your	  grade	  will	  be	  computed	  based	  on	  the	  following:	  
	  

1. 35	  minute	  presentations	  of	  research	  papers,	  totaling	  30%	  of	  your	  grade.	  	  Students	  
should	  have	  an	  organizational	  meeting	  during	  the	  first	  week	  of	  class	  to	  discuss	  who	  will	  
be	  presenting	  which	  paper.	  Depending	  on	  the	  final	  enrollment	  in	  the	  class,	  I	  expect	  that	  
most	  students	  will	  present	  three	  papers	  during	  the	  term.	  Keep	  in	  mind	  that	  you	  will	  
need	  to	  carefully	  read	  the	  paper	  anyway,	  so	  the	  additional	  work	  to	  put	  together	  slides	  is	  
limited.	  Plus,	  it	  will	  help	  you	  to	  think	  about	  your	  own	  research.	  We	  will	  talk	  about	  the	  
sequence	  of	  the	  slides,	  and	  what	  to	  put	  into	  the	  slides.	  	  Please	  email	  me	  your	  
presentation	  4	  days	  before	  you	  are	  presenting	  so	  that	  I	  can	  review	  your	  slides	  and	  give	  
you	  feedback	  to	  help	  make	  the	  slides	  clear	  and	  of	  benefit	  to	  everyone	  in	  the	  class.	  
	  

2. Class	  participation,	  20%	  of	  your	  grade.	  	  Those	  who	  are	  not	  presenting	  should	  carefully	  
read	  the	  paper	  that	  will	  be	  presented	  that	  day	  and	  write-‐up	  3	  slides	  for	  class	  discussion.	  	  
Slide	  1:	  What	  is	  good	  about	  the	  paper?	  

	   	   Slide	  2:	  What	  is	  a	  weakness	  of	  the	  paper?	  
	   	   Slide	  3:	  Ideas	  for	  further	  improvement,	  or	  ideas	  for	  further	  research.	  	  
	   	   	  

	   After	  the	  main	  presentation	  I	  will	  randomly	  call	  on	  someone	  to	  present	  his/her	  three	  	  
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Student	  Presentation:	  Broda,	  Christian,	  and	  David	  Weinstein,	  “Globalization	  and	  the	  Gains	  from	  
Variety”,	  QJE	  2006	  
Hersh	  and	  H.	  Joachim	  Voth,	  “Sweet	  Diversity:	  Colonial	  Goods	  and	  the	  Rise	  of	  European	  Living	  
Standards	  after	  1492”,	  2009	  	  
Keller,	  W.,	  Ben	  Li,	  and	  Carol	  Shiue,	  “China’s	  foreign	  trade:	  Perspectives	  from	  the	  past	  150	  years”,	  
World	  Economy,	  2011	  
	  
January	  29	  -‐	  Trade	  and	  Scale	  Economies:	  Evidence	  from	  market	  access	  and	  other	  studies	  
Student	  Presentation:	  Redding,	  S.,	  and	  D.	  Sturm,	  “The	  Costs	  of	  Remoteness:	  Evidence	  from	  
German	  Division	  and	  Reunification”,	  AER	  2008	  
Redding,	  S,	  et	  al.	  “The	  Economics	  of	  Density:	  Evidence	  from	  the	  Berlin	  Wall”	  CEP	  Discussion	  
paper	  1154,	  June	  2012	  
Hanson,	  G.,	  and	  C.	  Xiang,	  “The	  Home	  Market	  Effect	  and	  Bilateral	  Trade	  Patterns”,	  AER	  2004	  
	  
February	  3	  -‐	  Increasing	  Returns	  and	  Path	  Dependence	  
Student	  Presentation:	  Bleakley,	  H.,	  and	  J.	  Lin,	  “Portage	  and	  Path	  Dependence”,	  QJE	  2012	  
Krugman,	  P.,	  “Increasing	  Returns	  and	  Economic	  Geography”,	  JPE	  1991	  
Fujita,	  M.,	  P.	  Krugman,	  and	  A.	  Venables,	  The	  Spatial	  Economy,	  MIT	  Press	  2001	  
	  
February	  5	  -‐	  Increasing	  Returns	  and	  Economic	  Geography	  
Student	  Presentation:	  Davis,	  D.,	  and	  D.	  Weinstein,	  “Bones,	  Bombs,	  and	  Breakpoints”,	  AER	  2002	  
Davis,	  D.,	  and	  D.	  Weinstein,	  “A	  Search	  for	  Multiple	  Equilibria	  in	  Urban	  Industrial	  Structure”,	  
Journal	  of	  Regional	  Science	  2008	  
	  
February	  10	  -‐	  Trade	  gains	  from	  firm-‐level	  responses:	  within	  vs	  between	  
Student	  Presentation:	  Trefler,	  D.	  ,	  “The	  Long	  and	  the	  Short	  of	  the	  Canada-‐US	  Free	  Trade	  
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Autor,	  D.,	  D.	  Dorn,	  G.	  Hanson,	  and	  J.	  Song,	  “Trade	  Adjustment:	  Worker-‐Level	  Evidence”,	  QJE	  
2014	  
	  
February	  24	  -‐	  Trade,	  offshoring,	  skill	  bias	  &	  job	  polarization	  
Student	  Presentation:	  Michaels,	  G.,	  “The	  Effect	  of	  Trade	  on	  the	  Demand	  for	  Skill	  –	  Evidence	  
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Manova,	  K.	  “
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University	  policies	  
All	  policies	  
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/	  
Class	  behavior:	  
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/classbehavior.html	  
http://www.colorado.edu/studentaffairs/judicialaffairs/code.html#student_code	  
Honor	  code:	  
http://www.colorado.edu/academics/honorcode/	  
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/honor.html	  
Disabilities:	  
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/	  
Religious	  practices:	  
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/fac_relig.html	  
Sexual	  harassment:	  
http://www.colorado.edu/odh/	  


