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You will access Mindtap through our course website, Canvas. For options and support see: 
https://www.cengage.com/coursepages/UC_Mindtap 
 
Course Website: https://canvas.colorado.edu/ (Canvas) Grades and any further additional readings will 
be posted on Canvas. Please check Canvas frequently for any relevant notifications/changes that may 
occur throughout the course.  
 
Statistical package: R is a free programming language that is available for Mac, Windows, and Unix 
operating systems. It is pre-installed on computers in most University computer labs and can be 
downloaded from the Internet. You will use the R Studio Interface to do R exercises. We will spend some 
of our class/recitation time working on these. R has good self-contained documentation in the basic R 
installation. 
 
On your first R exercise you will get some basic training on how to install and do some basic operations 
in R. I will help you through the semester. An additional free resource is the book Modern R with the 
tidyverse by Bruno Rodrigues: 

�x https://b-rodrigues.github.io/modern_R/  
 
This free e-book provides instruction on programming in R. But mainly we are going to implement the 
things we learn from the book in R.  You are welcome to use other programming packages if you are 
proficient in them, but direct support will be provided only in R  

 

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY AND DELIVERY 

This course is delivered via distance education format using the CU Canvas system. This format will use a 
combination of readings, online discussion, and other web-based resources. You will interact with the 
instructor and other students using the communication functions provided by Canvas. You will submit 
assignments in accordance with the course outline using Canvas. 
 

COURSE PRESENTATION AND PROCEDURES 

There will be 14 modules corresponding to the 14 weeks of the course (1 module per week). You should 
proceed through one module per week, which will be comprised of readings from the course texts, 
supplemental class notes, graded discussion questions, homeworks and quizzes, exams, and various 
outside sources of information such as additional readings and video content, among other content.   

 
COURSE OUTLINE 

Review the separate weekly class schedule 
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ASSIGNMENTS 

Exercises (260 POINTS) �t There will be fourteen 20-point exercises. The first three exercises do not 
require the use of a statistical package.  Exercises in Modules 4-13 will be Computer Exercises through 
Mindtap. They will be a combination of multiple choice, numeric, and short answer/fill in the blank. 
They can be done in R (although you can use any statistical package to complete them) and will be open 
book and open notes. Except for the first three modules, computer exercises will be completed in 
Mindtap. I will drop the lowest grade.  
 
Homework assignments (200 Points) �t There will be eleven 20-point Homework assignments.  The 
format will be multiple choice and/or fill in the blank and will be open book, open notes.  They may be 
�‹�µ�]�Ì���(�}�Œ�u���š���~�í�����š�š���u�‰�š�����v�����Ç�}�µ�[�Œ�������}�v���•���}�Œ��you may have 3 attempts at each late-module question and 
your score is the average. Homework can be completed in Mindtap. I will drop the lowest grade. 
 
Discussion postings (100 POINTS) �t There will be four 25-point discussion postings. The discussion will 
occur asynchronously; I will post a discussion question and you will respond to the questions at your 
convenience prior to the due date. See the class schedule for due dates of posts and comments. 
Discussions are open book and open note. Discussions will be submitted through Canvas. The initial 
discussion post is due Thursdays and the discussion response is due Sundays. 
 
Final-Project (150 POINTS) �t There will be one individual final project.  This assignment will be 3 pages in 
�o���v�P�š�Z�U���•�]�v�P�o�����•�‰���������U���d�]�u���•���E���Á���Z�}�u���v���í�î���‰�}�]�v�š���(�}�v�š�U���í�_���u���Œ�P�]�v�•�X���d�Z�]�•���Á�Œ�]�š�]�v�P�����•�•�]�P�v�u���v�š�����•���Á���o�o�����•��a 
5-minute video, will be submitted through Canvas. You will investigate your own hypothesis. This paper 
will encompass most of what we have learned in the class.   
 
Exams (290 POINTS) �t There will be two (2) exams. The proctored Midterm Exam is worth 140 points 
and the proctored cumulative Final E
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If you are outside of Boulder, you can take your exam: 
1. At an accredited college or university testing center in your town or nearby. There may 

be a cost for using this testing center. 
2. With ProctorU or a comparable online proctoring service as determined by your 

instructor. Online proctoring is a service that uses a webcam and microphone to ensure 
academic integrity. To use this service, you must have access to a computer with a 
webcam and a microphone. There will be a cost for using the online proctoring services. 
 

�x Note that you are required to have a computer with a functioning webcam and microphone or 
have access to a computer with a functioning webcam microphone to complete your exams. 

�x See Canvas for detailed information about proctoring. If you are in a rural area or on a military 
base, you may need approval process. 

 
EXTRA CREDIT 

There may be 50 points of extra credit available (= 5% of the course grade).  

�x Extra credit may be available during the semester for completing certain activities, such as 
listening and commenting on a podcast or solving practice exams. These extra credit 
opportunities will be determined by the instructor and announced on Canvas.  

 

COMMUNICATION 

I am nice and I want you to succeed.  Do not hesitate to contact me about anything. 

E-mail: sara.avila@colorado.edu  

�x Please always remind me of what course you are taking. I teach similar courses, and I have more 
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TUTORING 

The Economics Department provides a free drop-in tutorial office which offers assistance on all core 
courses in the major, and occasionally on other undergraduate courses in the Department. Its website is 
https://www.colorado.edu/economics/node/513/attachment. 
 
The Economics Department maintains a list of tutors who are available for 
private hire. Its website is https://www.colorado.edu/economics/node/515/attachment. 

 

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT 

CU Boulder uses Canvas.   

Here is the list of recommended system requirements: Canvas Computer Specifications Page  

Here is the detailed list of internet browsers in Windows, MacOS, iOS and Android: Supported Browsers 
Page  

 

Technical Support 

�x Canvas technical support. If you are experiencing issues with Canvas please contact: 
o CU Boulder's Help desk at 303-735-4357 (5-HELP) or help@colorado.edu. 5-Help will 

answer your call: Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Saturday and 
Sunday from noon to 6:00 p.m., Closed during University Holidays  
 
 

o



 
ECON 4818: Introduction to Econometrics 
 

8 
 

 



 
ECON 4818: Introduction to Econometrics 
 

9 
 

 

As a matter of public health and safety, all members of the CU Boulder community and all visitors to 

campus must follow university, department and building requirements and all public health orders in 

place to reduce the risk of spreading infectious disease. CU Boulder currently requires COVID-19 

vaccination and boosters for all faculty, staff and students. Students, faculty and staff must upload proof 

of vaccination and boosters or file for an exemption based on medical, ethical or moral grounds through 

the MyCUHealth portal. 

 

If you feel ill and think you might have COVID-19, if you have tested positive for COVID-19, or if you are 

unvaccinated or partially vaccinated and have been in close contact with someone who has COVID-19, 

you should stay home and follow the further guidance of the Public Health Office 

(contacttracing@colorado.edu). If you are fully vaccinated and have been in close contact with someone 

who has COVID-19, you do not need to stay home; rather, you should self-monitor for symptoms and 

follow the further guidance of the Public Health Office (contacttracing@colorado.edu). 

 

ACCOMMODATION FOR DISABILITIES 

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit your accommodation letter from 

Disability Services to your faculty member in a timely manner so that your needs can be 

addressed.  Disability Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities in the 

academic environment.  Information on requesting accommodations is located on the Disability Services 

website. Contact Disability Services at 303-492-8671 or dsinfo@colorado.edu for further assistance.  If 

you have a temporary medical condition, see Temporary Medical Conditions on the Disability Services 

website. 

 

PREFERRED STUDENTS�[ NAMES AND PRONOUNS 

CU Boulder recognizes that students' legal information doesn't always align with how they identify. 
Students may update their preferred names and pronouns via the student portal; those preferred names 
and pronouns are listed on instructors' class rosters. In the absence of such updates, the name that 
appears on the class roster is the student's legal name. 

 

HONOR CODE  

All students enrolled in a University of Colorado Boulder course are responsible for knowing and 
adhering to the Honor Code. Violations of the policy may include: plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, lying, 
bribery, threat, unauthorized access to academic materials, clicker fraud, submitting the same or similar 
work in more than one course without permission from all course instructors involved, and aiding 
academic dishonesty. All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor Code 
(honor@colorado.edu); 303-492-5550). Students who are found responsible for violating the academic 
integrity policy will be subject to nonacademic sanctions from the Honor Code as well as academic 
sanctions from the faculty member. Additional information regarding the Honor Code academic integrity 
policy can be found at the Honor Code Office website. 
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SEXUAL MISCONDUCT, DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT AND/OR RELATED RETALIATION 

CU Boulder is committed to fostering an inclusive and welcoming learning, working, and living 

environment. University policy prohibits sexual misconduct (harassment, exploitation, and assault), 

intimate partner violence (dating or domestic violence), stalking, protected-class discrimination and 

harassment, and related retaliation by or against members of our community on- and off-campus. These 

behaviors harm individuals and our community. The Office of Institutional Equity and Compliance (OIEC) 

addresses these concerns, and individuals who believe they have been subjected to misconduct can 

contact OIEC at 303-492-2127 or email cureport@colorado.edu. Information about university policies, 

reporting options, and support resources can be found on the OIEC website. 

Please know that faculty and graduate instructors have a responsibility to inform OIEC when they are 

made aware of any issues related to these policies regardless of when or where they occurred to ensure 

that individuals impacted receive information about their rights, support resources, and resolution 

options. To learn more about reporting and support options for a variety of concerns, visit ���}�v�[�š���/�P�v�}�Œ�����/�š 

RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal 
reasonably and fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with 
scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance. Because of the flexibility of timing of completion  

of assignments in this class, you must contact the instructor in at least two weeks in advance if you 
anticipate a religious holiday may impact your completion of coursework.  

For more information on the religious holidays most commonly observed by CU Boulder students consult 
the online interfaith calendar. 

 

COURSE WITHDRAWAL POLICY 

Any student who wishes to withdraw from the course must submit a request directly to Continuing 
Education. For complete information, please visit their website at 
https://ce.colorado.edu/resources/topics/dates-and-deadlines-general-info/  

 

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES 

A variety of instructional support services, such as writing center, guidance on personal or educational 
issues, tutoring questions and library resources are available to the students. For more information 
about their services, visit their websites linked under modules on Canvas. 

 

https://www.colorado.edu/dontignoreit/
http://www.interfaith-calendar.org/
https://ce.colorado.edu/
https://ce.colorado.edu/
https://ce.colorado.edu/resources/topics/dates-and-deadlines-general-info/
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