
University of Colorado - Boulder 

Spring 2023 Syllabus 

ECON4211 – Public Economics: Economics of the Government Sector 

 

Instructor: Dr. Shawn Swanson                                                                       Email: shawn.swanson@colorado.edu 

Office: ECON 14b                                                                           Zoom: https://cuboulder.zoom.us/my/ask.shawn 

Office Hours: MWF 1:15 – 2:15 PM in ECON 14b ; T 8:00-9:30 AM via Zoom  

 

Description 

 

This course focuses on taxation and public expenditures. Topics include economic rationale for government 

action, economic theory of government behavior, and effects of government policies on allocation of 

resources and distribution of income.   

 

Prerequisites 

 

Requires prerequisite courses of ECON 3070 and ECON 3818 or one of the following approved statistics 

substitutes: APPM 4570, CHEN 3010, CSCI 3022, CVEN 3227, MATH 3510, MATH 4520, STAT 3100, STAT 

4000, STAT 4520 (all minimum grade C-). 

 

Required Textbook 

 

Public Finance 10th edition by Rosen and Gayer & Connect. 

 

To keep the cost of your course materials as low as possible and access to those materials as convenient 

as possible, we have collaborated with the CU Book Store and the publisher to deliver those materials 

through a program called “Day 1 Digital Access”, which will appear on your tuition and fee bill as “Day 1 

Digital Access”.  

 

1. You will receive access to all your course materials, digitally, on the first day of classes, through the 

course Canvas page.   

2. You will see a “Day 1 Digital Access” charge on your tuition and fee bill for: $85.88 plus tax 

a. This is a guaranteed lowest price, discounted by the publisher, and not available outside 

this course  

3. You have the option to opt out. This means: you won’t pay for anything, but you lose all access to the 

course materials, including homework managers like Connect or Mindtap   

a. You can opt out by: using a link in a reminder email you will receive with the subject 

heading “Day 1 Digital Access”.  

b. You must opt out no later than February 1st, otherwise you will be charged for the 

materials.  

4. Please keep in mind that “opting out” means that you



Office Hours 

 

Office hours are the best way to get extra help if needed.  I would be happy to schedule a time outside of 

office hours if a scheduling conflict prevents you from coming during the assigned hours.  Note that my 

MWF office hours are held in-person in my office, while I hold the Tuesday hours remotely off-campus. 

 

Cheating 

 

Don't do it.  You will get caught, fail the course, and be reported to the Honor Code Council.  This includes 

faking attendance on Clicker questions. 

 

Electronic Device Policy 

 

Please silence electronic devices during lectures. You are welcome to use electronic devices for note taking 

and accessing learning materials online. However, do not use electronic devices during class time for non-

class activities (i.e. social media, etc), or you will be asked to turn it off and put it away. 

 

Communication Policy 

 

Email will be my primary form of communication with the class: 

 

• I will use your CU email address for class communications, so check your CU mailbox frequently. 

• I will answer you as soon as possible.  Please allow 24 hours for a response. 

• Please refer to the syllabus to answer questions, before contacting me.   

• Questions on course material are often more easily and thoroughly answered in person. Please use my 

office hours as your primary means of obtaining help with course material. 

• Under no circumstances can I provide grades through email due to Family Educational Rights and 

Privacy Act (FERPA) regulations, since emails are not considered secure. Grades will be available on 

Canvas. 

 

Grading 

 

It is important to note, there will be no makeup work or makeup exams in this class.  In fairness to eve





vaccination and boosters or file for an exemption based on medical, ethical or moral grounds through the 

MyCUHealth portal. 

The CU Boulder campus is currently mask-optional. However, if public health conditions change and 

masks are again required in classrooms, students who f



contact OIEC at 303-492-2127 or email cureport@colorado.edu. Information about university 

policies, reporting options, and support resources can be found on the OIEC website. 

Please know that faculty and graduate instructors have



  Tentative Course Schedule 

 

Week Topics Due  

Week 1 (1/16-1/20) • Martin Luthor (No Class 1/16) 

• Syllabus 

• Introduction (Ch 1) 

SmartBook Ch 1 

Week 2 (1/23-1/27) • Tools of Positive Analysis (Ch 2) 

• Tools of Normative Analysis (Ch 3) 

SmartBook Ch 2 

SmartBook Ch 3 

PS1 

Week 3 (1/30-2/3) • Tools of Normative Analysis (Ch 3) 

• Public Goods (Ch 4) 

SmartBook Ch 4 

PS2 

Week 4 (2/6-2/10) • Public Goods (Ch 4) PS3 

Week 5 (2/13-2/17) • Externalities (Ch 5) SmartBook Ch 5 

PS4 

Week 6 (2/20-2/24) • Externalities (Ch 5) 

• Political Economy (Ch 6) 

SmartBook Ch 6 

 

Week 7 (2/27-3/3) • MT1 Review 

• MT1 (3/1) 

• Political Economy (Ch 6) 

PS5 

Week 8 (3/6-3/10) • Political Economy (Ch 6) PS6 

Week 9 (3/13-3/17) • Cost-Benefit Analysis (Ch 8) SmartBook Ch 8 

PS7 

Week 10 (3/20-3/24) • Income Redistribution (Ch 12) SmartBook Ch 12 

Week 11 (3/27-3/31) • Spring 


