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                     UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BOULDER 

INTERMEDIATE MACROECONOMICS 
ECON 2020-581 

FALL 2022: AUG 29- DEC 8 
INSTRUCTOR: DR ALPNA BHATIA 

 

OFFICE HOURS:   Tue, Wed, Thurs: 1 pm –2:30 pm and via appointment on Zoom 
ZOOM:                 https://cuboulder.zoom.us/my/alpnabhatia 
EMAIL:                alpna.bhatia@colorado.edu 
PHONE:              +1720-609-7071 works well for quick text messages. 
CLASS WEBSITE ACCESS VIA CANVAS. 

 
INSTRUCTOR 
Dr Alpna Bhatia (Dr B) has a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Colorado at Boulder 
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COURSE MATERIALS 
Textbook (required): Mankiw, N. Gregory, Macroeconomics, 11th edition with access to Achieve. Achieve is 
where you will read your textbook and complete some graded assignments. You will access Connect through our 
course website, Canvas. 
 
Purchase options: Day “1” Digital Access in Canvas Course: To keep the cost of your course materials as low as 
possible and access to those materials as convenient as possible, we have collaborated with the CU Book Store and 
the publisher to deliver those materials which will appear on your tuition and fee bill as “Day 1 Digital Access”. 
       What does this mean for you? 

i. You will receive access to all your course materials, digitally, on the first day of classes, through the 
course Canvas page. 

ii. You will see a “Day 1 Digital Access” charge on your tuition and fee bill for: $97.18  
a. This is a guaranteed lowest price, discounted by the publisher, and not available outside this course 
b. You have the option to opt out. This means you will not pay for anything, but you lose all access to 

the course materials. You can opt out by using a link in a reminder email you will receive with the 
subject heading “Day 1 Digital Access”. 

c. You must opt out no later than Sept 14th, otherwise you will be charged for the materials. 
iii. Please keep in mind that “opting out” means that your access to these materials will be turned OFF, 

and you will have no way to complete 

https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/How-do-I-set-my-Canvas-notification-preferences-as-a-student/ta-p/434
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EVALUATION AND GRADING 
Multiple techniques and performance measures will be used throughout the course to assess student mastery of the 
content, competencies, and learning outcomes. Course grades will be determined by the completion of assignments, 
exams, and discussions, as shown below: 

Type of 
Assessment 

Times 
offered 

Number 
counted 

towards grade 
Points per 

Assignment 
Grade 
Points 

Grade 
Percentage 
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review even after they have completed the activity or after the due date has passed BUT credit is awarded only when 
completed by the due date.  I will count your 12 best SmartBook scores so you can you use these judiciously. 
SmartBook assignments are due by Friday midnight of each module, but I highly encourage you to start them earlier 
in the week. Budget about 30-60 minutes per Smart Book assignment. You can do these over multiple days as well.  
 
MODULE ASSIGNMENTS: Each module there is a 30-point problem set, discussion, or data exercise (or a combination 
thereof) assignment. There will be twelve (12) Assignment activities, in total, and the lowest of these will be dropped 
from your final grade calculation. Budget around 2 hours per module assessment.  

 
PROBLEM SETS: Problem sets will include a combination of multiple choice, calculations, and short answer 
questions and will be open book and open notes. Take these seriously to prepare for exams. Problem Sets 
are due Sunday midnight and credit is awarded only when completed by the due date. 
 
Data exercises will require you to manipulate and interpret data related to the macro-economic issues. 
These data exercises will be accessed through Canvas, Econ Low Down or FRED. The exercises are due 
by Sunday midnight. 
 
Discussions will occur asynchronously; I will post a discussion question and you will respond to the 
questions at your convenience prior to the due date. The discussion post will need to be completed by 
Friday midnight and peer evaluation will be due by Sunday midnight. A reply that simply agrees or likes 
the original post will not be considered for full credit.  
 

RECAP exercises will require you to reflect on the module that is getting over. You may be tasked with writing, 
concept maps, or making up a question missed on the problem set. Recap exercises are due by Sunday midnight. 
Budget about 1 hour for these. 
 
Exam Discussions will help focus on how we can collaborate with our peers to study better 
 
A grading rubric and more detailed information is available with each discussion and exercise 
 
CLASS CONNECTIONS: are opportunities for you gain points by making connections with the instructor and with your 
peers: meet and greet with the instructor, raise a discussion question, answer a discussion question, lead a study 
group, help a classmate with exam prep and so.  
 
 
EXAMS 

• PRACTICE EXAMS – There will be two (2) practice exams, one before each exam that you can take multiple 
times as part of the prep for that module. 

• EXAMS- There are two (2) exams. The exams will be multiple choice, calculations, and short answer 
questions and will be closed book, and completed on Canvas or Connect in a proctored setting. 

• SCHEDULED TIMES FOR EXAMS:  
o Midterm: Thursday Oct 13th - Sunday Oct 16th  
o Final:  Thursday, Dec 8th -Sunday Dec 11th 

This course requires proctored examinations which will require planning on your part. Proctors are individuals 
who administer the exam process following the guidelines provided by University of Colorado Boulder to ensure 
academic integrity. So, who can be my proctor?  
 
If you are in Boulder or nearby, you can take your exam: 
1. With me at the Department of Economics. There is no cost for using this proctor. This option is only on selected 

days during the exam period. 
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2. At the University Testing Center on-campus in Boulder, CO. There may be a cost for using the testing center. 
This option is only available M-
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PREFERRED STUDENT NAMES AND PRONOUNS 
CU Boulder recognizes that students' legal information does not always align with how they identify. Students may 
update their preferred names and pronouns via the student portal; those preferred names and pronouns are listed on 
instructors' class rosters. In the absence of such updates, the name that appears on the class roster is the student's 
legal name. 
 
HONOR CODE 
All students enrolled in a University of Colorado Boulder course are responsible for knowing and adhering to the 
Honor Code. Violations of the policy may include plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, lying, bribery, threat, unauthorized 
access to academic materials, clicker fraud, submitting the same or similar work in more than one course without 
permission from all course instructors involved, and aiding academic dishonesty. All incidents of academic 
misconduct will be reported to the Honor Code (honor@colorado.edu); 303-492-5550). Students found responsible 
for violating the academic integrity policy will be subject to nonacademic sanctions from the Honor Code as well as 
academic sanctions from the faculty member. Additional information regarding the Honor Code academic integrity 
policy can be found at the Honor Code Office website. 
Plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty. Plagiarism is defined as the use of another’s ideas or words without 
appropriate acknowledgment. Examples of plagiarism include failing to use quotation marks when directly quoting 
from a source; failing to document distinctive ideas from a source; fabricating or inventing sources; and copying 
information from the Internet.  
 
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT, DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT AND/OR RELATED RETALIATION 
The University of Colorado Boulder (CU Boulder) is committed to fostering an inclusive and welcoming learning, 
working, and living environment. CU Boulder will not tolerate acts of sexual misconduct (harassment, exploitation, 
and assault), intimate partner violence (dating or domestic violence), stalking, or protected-class discrimination or 
harassment by members of our community. Individuals who believe they have been subject to misconduct or 
retaliatory actions for reporting a concern should contact the Office of Institutional Equity and Compliance (OIEC) at 
303-492-2127 or cureport@colorado.edu. Information about the OIEC, university policies, anonymous reporting, and 
the campus resources can be found on the OIEC website. 
Please know that faculty and instructors have a responsibility to inform OIEC when made aware of incidents of 
sexual misconduct, dating and domestic violence, stalking, discrimination, harassment and/or related retaliation, to 
ensure that individuals impacted receive information about options for reporting and support resources. 
 
RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 
Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort to deal reasonably and fairly 
with all students who, because of religious obligations, have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required 
attendance. Because of the flexibility of timing of completion of assignments in this class, you must contact the 
instructor in at least two weeks in advance if you anticipate a religious holiday may impact your completion of 
coursework. See the campus policy regarding religious observances for full details. 
 
INCOMPLETE POLICY 
Incomplete grades (IW or IF) are NOT granted for low academic performance.  Requests for incomplete grades must 
be initiated by the student and only when, for reasons beyond their control, the student is unable to complete the 
class requirements within the semester of enrollment. A substantial amount of work must have been satisfactorily 
completed before approval for such an incomplete grade is given. If an instructor grants a request for an incomplete, 
the instructor sets the conditions under which the coursework can be completed and the time limit for its completion 
or if the class should be retaken. 
For more information, please look up  https//catalog.colorado.edu/undergraduate/credits-grading/  
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR COVID-19 
As a matter of public health and safety due to the pandemic, all members of the CU Boulder community and all 
visitors to campus must follow university, department and building requirements and all public health orders in place 
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contact the appropriate Help desk immediately, and then notify the instructor! I will work with you to 
ensure that your online learning experience is not hampered by technical issues. However, I can only help 
you if you bring the matter to my attention right away. 

 
ADDITIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES 
A variety of instructional support services, such as writing center, guidance on personal or educational issues, 
tutoring questions and library resources are available to the students.  
 
SOME TIPS FROM DR B 

• Recognize that most students find economics to be challenging and time consuming.  
• Budget smaller chunks of time spread over the week complete any work that module.  
• Make sure you pencil in due dates or sync Canvas calendar to your main calendar for reminders. 
• Create virtual study groups : Zoom and Google Hangouts are great resources. 
• Show up for office hours.  
• In Email: always remind me of what course you are taking! 
• Do not wait until the end of the semester when it is difficult, if not impossible, to correct any difficulties or 

makeup any missing work. 
 

SOME TIPS FROM P


