
Syllabus for Principles of Microeconomics  
ECON 2010 Spring 2024 
9:05-9:55am on Monday, Wednesday, Friday.  
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Instructor: Dr. Daria Bottan (O’Brien, I just go married and am in process of changing last name). 
 
Email: daria.bottan@colorado.edu 
Office: 04B Economics Building (basement of Econ Building next door to the male bathroom) 
 
I am always happy to receive an email from you. Having said that: I typically do not answer emails 

mailto:daria.bottan@colorado.edu
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before you hear my explanations. I know it seems like an extra effort and most people (including 
myself) are always lazy to put in the extra effort. However contemplating questions is the best way 
to learn! Learning happens in your head, not on my slides. Attempting these questions on your 
own will aid your learning so much and will really help you get a higher grade on the exams (there 
is a lot of pedagogy research suggesting that). The one best thing you can do for yourself in this 
class is attempting to solve those questions. 
 
Why are Homework, in class questions and practice tests so important? Imagine yourself watching 
a video of someone playing guitar. Would you expect to pick up a guitar and be able to play 
immediately after watching the video? Intermediate Microeconomics is no different from playing 
guitar: you can’t expect to see me solve problems and then be able to actually solve them on the 
exams. Just like with the guitar you absolutely need to practice. I know it isn’t easy to practice, but 
it is the only way to get good at it. 
 
 
Recitation 
Recitations will be led by teaching assistants and will include: additional practice questions (best 
way to learn), discussion of topics covered in class. A recitation is a great opportunity to ask 
additional questions and get clarifications. Different thoughts, questions and opinions are valuable. 



 
There is no rounding. This rule holds regardless of how close you are to a grade cutoff. For 
example, 89.99 is a B+ and will not be rounded to an A-. 
 
Extra Credit 
To compensate for the fact that there is no rounding I will occasionally offer extra credit activities. 
Those are bonus points and there is no way to recover them if you miss them.  
 
Exams 
Exams will consist of multiple choice questions. The questions will be based on the material 
covered during lectures. During most of the classes some time will be devoted to practicing 
multiple choice questions similar to those that will appear on the exams.  
 
If you miss an exam without documented excused absence, the grade for that exam will be zero. 
In case of an excused absence for the midterm exam, the weight of the midterm will be shifted to 
the final (final exam will have a weight of 55%). It is the responsibility of the student to inform 
the instructor about the excused absence as soon as possible. 
 
Currently Midterm Exam 1 is scheduled for February 26th  and Midterm Exam 2 is scheduled for 
April 8th. The exams will take place during class time. 
 
Final Exam will be in person on Monday, May 6th. 4:30-7pm in our usual lecture hall (in person). 
 
Lectures 
 
I will post the slides from the lectures after class however I strongly recommend you to come to 
class. You will get extra credit for it and will learn more! 
 
Pre-lecture assignments 
You will do and submit Pre-lecture assignments through the following website: 
achieve.macmillanlearning.com To get full points for a pre-lecture assignment, you need to both 
watch videos (Pre-lectures) and answer questions regarding them (Bridge Questions) before the 
video lectures I’ll post. If either of the two is incomplete the grade for that Pre-lecture assignment 
is zero. Typically, we will have 2 Pre-lecture assignments per week. One assignment will be due 
at 1:25pm before Monday class and the second assignment will be due at 1:25pm  before 
Wednesday class. Some weeks there will be a pre-lecture on Friday as well. Information about 
pre-lectures and when they are due will be available 

http://achieve.macmillanlearning.com/


Important note regarding technical problems: there will be absolutely NO excuses accepted for 
technical problems. If you had technical problems you will have to use your free assignments 
(which is partly the reason they are offered). If you leave the assignment for the last minute, you 
are taking the risk of not having enough time in case a technical problem comes up during the 
submission process. I assume all of you are rational individuals and considered this risk at the time 
of making your decision to leave the assignment for the last minute.  
 
Homework assignments 
There will be approximately 11 Homework assignments. These will consist of multiple-choice 
questions. Homework assignments can only be submitted online through the Achieve website. 
Homework will be due on Sunday by 11:55pm. Information about Homework Assignments will 
be posted on Canvas. 
 
The homework questions are graded based on correctness. However, if you answered the question 
incorrectly, you have several more attempts to answer the same question. Each extra time you 
attempt the question you receive a grade penalty but it is just 5% per attempt. I hope Homework 
is a learning experience for you, rather than something stressful.  
 
The due date on homework assignments cannot be extended for any reason. However, I will drop 
the homework assignment with the lowest grade when calculating your final grade for the semester. 
Again, there will be absolutely no excuses accepted for technical problems. 
 
Information about Achieve access 
Access to achieve will happen through CU Book Access. Unfortunately, students have to pay for 

https://www.cubookstore.com/bookaccess
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You might experience technical issues with Achieve. I know that is very frustrating and I am 
frustrated with you. I personally don’t know how to address most of the technical issues. I just 
know that the videos Achieve uses are the best in the industry and are substantially cheaper than 
most textbooks. So I hope you find it a worthwhile system to use as well. 
 
What to do if you experience technical issues: 
 
STEP 1: SELF-TROUBLESHOOT 

• Google Chrome is the recommended browser for the best Achieve experience 
• Allow pop-ups on your browser 
• Clear cache/cookies in your browser settings 
• Use a desktop or laptop computer 
• Reliable internet connection. Are others sharing bandwidth (streaming movies)? 

STEP 2: CONTACT CUSTOMER SUPPORT 
CLICK HERE to contact Customer Support 
(Chat with Customer Support, then either call tech support or email with Customer Support) 
  
STEP 3: EMAIL YOUR INSTRUCTOR 
If AFTER you contact tech support the issue is not resolved, please email me. When doing so, you 
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throughout the semester that students do not put the effort into answering the questions, I might 
make it dependent on performance. 
 
Iclicker points are bonus point, there is absolutely no way to recover them if they were missed 
regardless of why they were missed.  
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If the only thing you require as an accommodation in this class is extended time on the exam you 
do not need to email me in advance

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAgWGNj8TzNl3tTVeKTSj9Tk29F-vFsH3POcEqpnDt4-2Cqg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAgWGNj8TzNl3tTVeKTSj9Tk29F-vFsH3POcEqpnDt4-2Cqg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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The University of Colorado Boulder (CU Boulder) is committed to fostering an inclusive and 
welcoming learning, working, and living environment. CU Boulder will not tolerate acts of sexual 
misconduct (harassment, exploitation, and assault), intimate partner violence (dating or domestic 
violence), stalking, or protected-class discrimination or harassment by or against members of our 
community. Individuals who believe they have been subject to misconduct or retaliatory actions 
for reporting a concern should contact the Office of Institutional Equity and Compliance (OIEC) 
at 303-492-2127 or email cureport@colorado.edu. Information about OIEC, university policies, 
reporting options, and the campus resources can be found on the OIEC website. 

Please know that faculty and graduate instructors have a responsibility to inform OIEC when made 
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