
 

 Math Tools for Economists I I. ECON 1088, Spring 2015 . 
  
Instructor   Amit Patel  
Class Meetings  MWF 1:00-1:50, ECON 117 
Email    ampa8130@colorado.edu  

This is the best way to contact me. I will try to respond within 24 hours 
to all emails.  

Office    Econ 313  
Office Hours   TR 12:45PM - 1:45 PM or by appointment.  
Course Website  The course website is accessed through Desire2Learn where you will 

find all related course materials.  
 
Course Description and Objectives  
This class is the second of a two course sequence. It is a continuation of ECON 1078 which 
builds upon the basic foundation developed in that course. We will study derivatives, 
optimization, and integrals. These are Chapters 6,7,8,9, and 11 in the textbook. These tools will 
help you better understand the mathematical framework on which economics models are 
based and help prepare you for more advanced economics. 
 
Expectations  
You can expect me to do my best to help you succeed in this course. I will try my best to answer 
all questions, provide practice material, provide applications of the material and encourage 
active thought in the classroom. You may expect me to be respectful and professional at all 
times by arriving on time, silencing my phone, reserving personal conversation for before and 
after class, and being courteous with everyone.  
 
I expect you to take the class seriously and to ask questions when something is unclear and 
actively participate to help us all understand the material better. I also expect you to be 
respectful and professional at all times by arriving on time, silencing your phone, reserving 
personal conversation for before and after class, and being courteous with everyone.  
 
Succeeding in a Math class  
Math is learned and mastered through practice. Anyone who practices math is capable of doing 
math well. I will assign practice problems periodically. It is your responsibility to do all of the 
problems to make sure you are getting sufficient practice with the material. I also recommend 
reading the book, preferably before class, to supplement the lectures. To encourage practice 
and completion of homework assignments, there will be several tests in this course. 
 
Textbook  
Essential Mathematics for Economic Analysis, 4th edition, by Knut Sydsaeter, and Peter Hammond 
with Arne Strom is required. Economics 1088 uses the same textbook. This is a very good 
reference book, which you may use in the future to refresh your knowledge of algebra and 
calculus.  
 
 



 
Calculator Note  



Quizzes 
Quizzes will be given throughout the semester. Some will be announced ahead of time, some 
will not. I will drop your lowest quiz grade. 
 
Cheating  
Anyone caught cheating will at minimum fail the assignment in question and will be referred to 
the University Honor Code Council. I will determine punishment for cheating instances on an 
ad hoc basis, but I will not hesitate to give a failing grade for the instance in question, or for the 
entire course. I will report all instances to the honor code, which will mete out their own 
punishment, in addition to the one I deem fit. �������ï���������������è  
 
Tentative Schedule  




